
 

All habitable rooms shall have an aggregate glazing area of not less than 8% of the floor area 
of such rooms.  Natural ventilation shall be through windows or other approved openings to 
the outdoor air.  The minimum openable area to the outdoors shall be 4% of the floor area 
being ventilated. (IRC R303.1) 

Safety glazing is required in all of the following locations: (IRC R308.4) 

1. Fixed or operable glazing where the bottom edge is less than 18” above the floor 

2. Glazing in swinging doors, including storm doors 

3. Fixed or sliding panels of sliding glass doors 

4. Fixed or operable glazing where the bottom edge of the glazing is less than 60” above 
the floor or walking surface, and: 

a. Is within a 24” arc of the nearest vertical edge of a closed door, or 

b. Encloses a bathtub, shower, pool, hot tub, spa, whirlpool, sauna, or steam room, or 

c. Within 36” horizontally of a stairway, landing or ramp 

All new windows shall have a U-factor less than or equal to 0.32 (IECC R402.3.1) 

Windows shall be anchored in accordance with the published manufacturer’s recommendations 
to achieve the design pressure specified. (IRC R612.8) 

Bars, grills, screens or other obstructions placed over emergency escape windows shall be 
releasable or removable from the inside without the use of a key or a tool. 

 

The responsibility for full compliance with State, County and Local adopted codes, 
Standards and/or Regulations rests with the developer or his authorized agent or sub-
contractor.  Subsequent discovery of errors in this handout shall not be construed as 
authority to violate, cancel or set aside any provision(s) of any applicable Code(s). 
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UPDATED SEPTEMBER 2014 

I certify that I have received a copy of  

these regulations and will comply with the 
regulations contained herein. 

___________________ _______________ 

 Name    Date 

2121 Lake Street 
Hanover Park, IL 60133 
 
 

Vi l lage Of  Hanover  Park 

Phone:  630-823-5860 
Fax:   630-823-5782 
Web:  www.hpil.org 

 
Inspectional  
services division  
630-823-5860 
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used, the encroachment into the window well 
shall be no less than 3” and no more than 6”.  
Min. ladder width shall be 12” 

 

EMERGENCY ESCAPE 
AND RESCUE OPENINGS 

Basements and every sleeping room shall have at least one (1) operable 
emergency escape and rescue opening. (IRC R310.1)  Replacement 
windows must maintain the minimum opening requirements: 

Minimum Width = 20” 

Minimum Height = 24” 

Minimum Area = 5.0 Sq. Ft. on the 1st floor and 5.7 Sq. Ft. above the 
1st floor. 

Maximum Height (from floor to sill) = 44” 

 

For any emergency escape and rescue window located below the adjacent 
ground level, a window well must be provided that meets the following 
criteria: 

Minimum Width = 36” 

Minimum Depth = 36” 

Minimum Area = 9 Sq. Ft. 

Maximum Height (without a ladder) = 44” 

If the window well is higher than 44”, a ladder must be provided within the 
window well that projects from the wall at least 3” and no more than 6”. 
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