
 

 

 

 

VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK 
 

VILLAGE BOARD 
REGULAR WORKSHOP MEETING 

Municipal Building: 2121 W. Lake Street 
Hanover Park, IL 60133 

 
Thursday, December 6, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER-ROLL CALL 
 

2. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

3. REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA ITEM REVIEW 
 

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

a. MWRD Lease Review 
 

b. Electronic Sign Ordinance 
 

c. Barrington Road Sign Policy 
 

d. Car Seat Installation Ordinance Change 
 

 
5. STAFF UPDATES 

 
a. Board Meeting Times 

 
b. Hanover Square Update 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS  

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 



Agreement Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executed By: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Village of Hanover Park       AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Juliana Maller, Village Manager 
   
SUBJECT: MWRD Lease 
   
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval       Concurrence     Discussion      Information  
 
MEETING DATE: December 6, 2012 – Board Workshop 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary 
 
At the Board Workshop of October 4, 2012, staff presented information regarding the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD) property off of Barrington Road and the 
proposed Lease Agreement for use of the property for public and recreational use.  The 
Village Board is requested to review and approve the attached lease agreement. 
 
Discussion 
On December 31, 2012 the permits issued by the MWRD to Hanover Park Little League 
and Hanover Park Boys Football Association expire.  The Village has been offered a lease 
agreement to allow for continuation of public and recreational use on the property for the 
next 39 years.  
 
The Village Board expressed interest in entering into a lease at their October 4, 2012 
Workshop.  Since that meeting, staff has contracted to have borings taken of the southern 
portion of the property and is awaiting test results.  The results will help us determine what 
this additional area can be used for. 
 
In terms of the length of the lease agreement, the Village has proposed to the MWRD a 10 
year term with two 10 year options.  We have not yet heard back as to whether this is 
acceptable.  The Village’s request for written clarification of how the profit sharing 
requirements will be interpreted and applied and our request for a consumer Price Index 
escalation have been denied. 
 
The MWRD plans to include approval of this lease agreement on their December 20, 2012 
Board agenda. 
 
Once approved by both the Village and the MWRD, staff will begin work on a plan and 
policy for how the property will be used and will meet with the current users to work out a 
use agreement. 
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Recommended Action 
Move approval of lease agreement with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District for 
property along Barrington Road in the Village of Hanover Park. 
 
Attachments:  Agenda Memo – 10/4/12 
   Lease Agreement 
   Area map 

Budgeted Item:     ____ Yes      __X__ No  
Budgeted Amount: $ 0 
Actual Cost:  $TBD 
Account Number:  
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Agreement Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executed By: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Village of Hanover Park       AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Juliana Maller, Village Manager 
     
SUBJECT: MWRD Property 
   
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval       Concurrence     Discussion      Information  
 
MEETING DATE: October 4, 2012 - Board Workshop 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary 
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District has provided a draft lease to the Village for 
MWRD land located on the Hanover Park Water Reclamation District Plant off of 
Barrington Road for public and recreational use.  The proposed lease between the Village 
and MWRD would begin January 1, 2013.  The permits between the MWRD and Hanover 
Park Little League and Hanover Park Boys Football Association both expire on December 
31, 2012 and will not be renewed by the MWRD.   
 
Discussion 
Mayor Craig, Village Attorney Paul and Village Manager Maller met on September 18, 
2012 with staff, attorneys and board members of the MWRD.  The following is a summary 
of our meeting and the next steps: 
 
The MWRD’s proposed lease between the Village and MWRD would begin January 1, 
2013.  If the Village is not ready by then, it can begin later, but the permits between the 
MWRD and Hanover Park Little League and Hanover Park Boys Football Association both 
end on December 31, 2012 and will not be renewed.   If the Village chooses not to lease 
the property, the MWRD will go out for proposals to the private sector at a much higher 
rate. 
 
The new lease is for public and recreational use.  It does not allow for the Village to sub-
lease the property to anyone.  At most the Village would be able to create a schedule of 
use and a use policy.  No exclusive use agreements will be allowed.  The lease amount is 
$10 for the entire term of the lease. 
 
The proposed lease is for 39 years.  MWRD is willing to consider a shorter term lease.  If 
the Village is interested in entering a lease for the property, the Village will need to 
determine what the best time frame is for the Village.  The Village proposed for the Village 
to be able to get out of the lease with similar notice that is included for the MWRD.  MWRD 
responded that they plan 10 years into the future, so the Village should not be concerned 
about MWRD cancelling the lease. 
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The MWRD is very focused on keeping all of the terms of their agreements consistent.  We 
spent a lot of time discussing the profit sharing language in the proposed lease. The lease 
calls for 25% of net profits or $5,000 (whichever is greater) to be paid to MWRD, if profits 
are generated.  The way they interpret this is that if the Village receives profits then this 
applies.  The examples they gave were golf course or driving range profits.  The Village 
asked for clarifying language, as well as a Consumer Price Index escalation.  The MWRD 
wants to keep their lease language consistent.  The Village would like some form of written 
letter of understanding regarding how this will be interpreted, given that in 39 years most of 
us will no longer be working for the Village/MWRD. 
 
Next Steps: 

• MWRD will provide information (test results) on soil conditions of the property which 
they have on hand. 

• Village will be allowed to conduct own due diligence and take soil samples.  A soil 
borings permit will need to be applied for with the MWRD.  

• Village is to draft a plan for how the property will be used and submit it to the 
MWRD for review. 

• Once the lease is in place, all plans for improvement must receive approval by 
MWRD prior to completing. 

• Review of the lease terms and discussion with Board at a Workshop;  
• Both the Village Board and the MWRD Boards will need to approve the final draft 

lease. 
• If the Village Board is interested in moving forward with the lease, staff will work on 

a use policy for the property. 
• Once a lease is in place, the Village can schedule meetings with interested users of 

the property (including Hanover Park Boys Football Association and Hanover Park 
Little League. 

 
Attached is a copy of MWRD’s proposed lease and cover memo (August 1, 2012) and 
information regarding soil composition of a portion of the proposed lease site (September 
21, 2012).  Also attached is an earlier memo dated January 31, 2012 from the MWRD 
regarding the Village’s initial request to lease property. 
 
Also attached is a memorandum of understanding signed by the Mayor with Hanover Park 
Little League and Hanover Park Boys Football Association stating that the parties agree to 
work together to continue to make the property available for the current use.  The 
document is not dated, but it was signed around June 2012. 
 
The Village has talked about finding a way to improve the look and feel of the 
area/property and to provide for recreational opportunities for the youth of the community.  
By leasing the property, the Village secures the opportunity to do this over time. 
 
Recommended Action 
The Village Board is asked to discuss the potential leasing of the MWRD property and give 
direction to staff as to whether we should continue to pursue.  If so, staff will work through 
the above outlined steps and keep the Board informed along the way.  A final draft lease 
would be brought back to a future Workshop. 
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Attachments 
• January 31, 2012 Memo from MWRD 
• August 1, 2012 Memo from MWRD 
• Draft Lease from MWRD dated July 27, 2012 
• Memorandum of Understanding signed in June, 2012 
• September 21, 2012 Memo from MWRD 
• Soil boring data (sheets 3, 9, and P-1) 

Budgeted Item:     ____ Yes      _X__ No 
Budgeted Amount: $0 
Actual Cost:  $TBD 
Account Number: TBD 
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   Village of Hanover Park      AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees    
 
FROM: Juliana Maller, Village Manager 
  Katie Bowman, Village Planner 
   
SUBJECT: Changes to the regulation of automatic changeable copy signs 
 
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval       Concurrence     Discussion     Information  
 
MEETING DATE: December 6, 2012 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Review recommended changes to the regulation of automatic changeable copy signs and 
direct Staff to prepare an Ordinance amending such regulations. 
 
Background 
 
Following discussion and direction by the Village Board, the Development Commission has 
reviewed regulations related to automatic changeable copy signs (electronic signs) and 
recommends that various changes be made.  The CONECT business committee also 
reviewed the proposed regulations and finds them to be acceptable.  Staff performed a 
wide range of research related to best practice regulations in nearby communities and 
practical impacts on signs and streets; and now provides a positive recommendation of the 
regulations, with several comments.  See Exhibits 1, 2, and 3 for photos of similar 
automatic changeable copy signs, a survey of regulations in area communities, and a 
summary of current regulations. 
 
Discussion 
 
The Development Commission’s recommended changes have been incorporated into the 
draft regulations of automatic changeable copy signs, Municipal Code, Chapter 6 – 
Advertising, ‘Sign Ordinance’.  The proposed changes also reflect Staff’s recommendation 
based upon additional research of common practices in neighboring municipalities and 
sign industry technological standards.  Proposed new regulations and explanatory 
comments are outlined below.  
 
Proposed Changes:  NOTE: Regulations are in standard text, comments are in italics. 
 
Sec. 6-3.  Definitions. 
The definition of automatic changeable copy signs is to be replaced with the following: 

 Changeable copy sign, automatic.  A sign, on which the copy changes automatically through 
illumination by electric lights, luminous tubes, or any other means of illumination or through 
mechanical or electrical means.   
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Such signs shall adhere to all of the following conditions and restrictions: 

(1) Location: 

(a) allowed in the commercial B-1 and B-2 Zoning Districts, on a zoning lot located on an 
arterial or major collector street as defined in Section 38-102.d; 

• Arterial Streets include: Barrington Road, Irving Park Road, Lake Street, Elgin 
O’Hare Expressway, Gary Avenue, County Farm Road, and Army Trail Road. 

• Major Collector Streets include: Walnut Avenue, Devon Avenue, Ontarioville 
Road, Stearns Road, Greenbrook Boulevard, Schick Road, and Wise Road. 

(b) religious institution signs, government signs, and public building identification signs, as 
defined in this code, may be allowed in the residential R, R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 Zoning 
Districts, with special use approval on a zoning lot located on an arterial or major collector 
street as defined in Section 38-102.d and in a location that does not face the front of a 
residential unit; 

 This provision will permit signs for religious institutions, governmental units 
(including park districts and libraries), and public buildings (including schools) in 
residential districts when located along streets that are highly travelled and 
generally commercial in nature.  Impact upon neighboring residences will be 
lessened with the provision that such signs may not face the front of a residential 
unit (typically residences are oriented away from the major streets). 

 NOTE – Staff also recommends that special use approval be required for such signs 
to ensure that they do not cause undue impact and meet the goals of the use and 
district they are within. 

(c) shall be set back not less than ten (10) feet from the right-of-way, shall not be located within 
one hundred (100) feet of another such sign; 

Provision included to ensure a reasonable distance between such signs.  Smaller 
commercial lots in the Village are often around 100 feet wide. 

(2) Design: 

(a) allowed only when all signs on the zoning lot are in total compliance with the sign ordinance; 

(b) the sign surface area shall be counted in the overall surface area of the free-standing sign and 
shall not be permitted as a wall sign or as part of a wall sign or window sign;  

(c) the sign area shall not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the maximum permitted sign area of the 
sign of which the changeable copy sign is a part; 

These regulations apply to all signs in all districts.  Under this provision, the 
following would be permitted: 

• business not in shopping center: 42.2 sf changeable, 64 sf total 
• centers with less than 300 feet of frontage: 53.6 sf changeable, 80 sf total 
• centers with 300-500 feet of frontage: 67 sf changeable, 100 sf total 
• centers with more than 500 feet of frontage: 100.5 sf changeable, 150 sf total 
• public building identification and church signs: 23.45 sf changeable, 35 sf total 

(3) Display and Brightness: 

(a) lumination level must not exceed five thousand (5,000) nits (candelas per square meter) 
during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of five hundred (500) nits (candelas per 
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square meter) between dusk and dawn (sunset and sunrise) as measured from the sign’s face 
at a maximum brightness; 

Based upon discussions with several sign companies and review of multiple 
municipal codes and industry research, the nit is found to be the standard 
measurement of illumination for LED signs and a range of 5,000 during the day to 
500 at night is the most common and reasonable illumination level. 

(b) shall be equipped with manual and automatic dimming devices and sun screens to adjust the 
brightness levels based upon ambient light conditions; 

(4) Text: 

(a) sign copy changes shall occur no more often than every 7 seconds; 

(b) no scrolling, flashing, crawling, or other movements of text messages; 

(c) messages may dissolve or go blank and may either reappear in full display or solidify; 

(d) graphics shall be allowed as fixed displays but with no moving graphics, background colors 
or displays shall be allowed to change only when the message changes; 

Staff recommends that no moving graphics be permitted.  While the Village’s 
Barrington Road monument sign does display small movements on the background 
(waving flag), the regulation of movement on other signs to permit small, but not 
large, distracting movements (‘running icon’) or video display is anticipated to be 
difficult.  Additionally, several sign companies recommended against movement on 
signs as they find it distracts from the business’ message. 

(e) no other special effects are allowed; 

(5) Message:  

(a) copy shall not advertise products or services not available on the zoning lot on which the 
automatic signage is located, except when such copy is providing public emergency 
notices or notice of local public events being held by local governmental or local non-
profit organizations. 
The Development Commission recommends that ‘public service announcements’ 
regarding local nonprofit events or emergencies be permitted to be displayed on 
private signs.  However, Staff recommends against this.  In general, it is not 
found that other communities permit public service announcements, and when they 
do it is often limited to emergency announcements.  The Village’s Sign Code 
prohibits off-site advertising and notice of nonprofit events or activities could 
proliferate in a manner contrary to the intent of the sign ordinance under this 
provision.  Local governmental organizations are currently permitted to notice their 
events on the Village’s Barrington Road Sign and may construct their own sign 
under the proposed changes. 

 
Section 6-7 – Permitted signs in residential districts. 
The specifications for signs in residential districts are to be updated, with the bolded 
wording added. 

(a) Permitted permanent signs in residential districts.  

(1) Public building identification signs. One double-sided freestanding sign not exceeding 35 
square feet per side and ten feet in height. Such freestanding sign may be a manual or 
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automatic changeable copy sign, provided such sign meets the requirements in Section 
6-3. Noninternally-illuminated wall signs not exceeding the area allowed in table 6.8. 
Landscaping shall be installed in a minimum two-foot radius around the sign base and shall 
consist of a minimum of six shrubs. The landscape area shall consist of an edged, mulched 
bed, free of weeds, and shall be maintained so that no plantings obstruct the sign information 
(logo, letters, numbers, and/or symbols). A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review 
and approval with the sign permit application.  

 Additional clarification to specify that sign meets requirements above. 

(4) Government signs. Of any type, number, area, height, location or illumination as specified by 
law or statute.   

 No change necessary. 

(12) Religious Institution signs. Each place of religious worship is permitted one identification 
sign not exceeding 35 square feet per side in area or ten feet in height. Such freestanding 
sign may be a manual or automatic changeable copy sign, provided such sign meets the 
requirements in Section 6-3. Landscaping shall be installed in a minimum two-foot radius 
around the sign base and shall consist of a minimum of six shrubs. The landscape area shall 
consist of an edged, mulched bed, free of weeds, and shall be maintained so that no plantings 
obstruct the sign information (logo, letters, numbers, and/or symbols). A landscaping plan 
shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit application. 

 Additional clarification to specify that sign meets requirements above and change 
‘church’ to ‘religious institution.’ 

 
Sec. 6-8.  Permitted signs in business districts. 
The list of signs in each business districts is to be updated to add automatic changeable 
copy signs as a permitted sign, subject to the overall signage regulations in Section 6-3. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Staff requests that the Village President and Board of Trustees review the proposed 
changes to the regulation of automatic changeable copy signs, provide any comments or 
recommended changes, and direct Staff to prepare an Ordinance to update such 
regulations. 
 
Attachments 
 
Exhibit 1 – Photos of automatic changeable copy signs 
Exhibit 2 – Survey of automatic changeable copy signs regulations in area communities 
Exhibit 3 – Village Board Memo of September 20, 2012, including current regulations 
 

Budgeted Item:     ____ Yes      __X__ No 
Budgeted Amount: $ N/A 
Actual Cost:  $ N/A 
Account Number: N/A 
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Village of Hanover Park 
Community Development Department 

 
ELECTRONIC CHANGEABLE SIGNS – PHOTOS 

 
2/3 of sign changeable, appx 48sf – Carol Stream    2/3 of sign changeable, less than 48sf – Carol Stream 

   
           
1/2 of sign changeabel, appx 48 sf – Carol Stream    1/3 of sign changeable, under 30 sf ‐ Addison 
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2/3 of sign changeable, appx 144 sf – Addison      1/2 of sign changeable, over 50 sf – Carol Stream 

   

 

      3/4 of sign changeable, over 50 sf – Addison      full sign changeable, over 50 sf – Carol Stream 
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Municipality Allowed Permitted Locations Size Restrictions Frequency Restrictions Other
Carol Stream Yes On any types of sign 

considered "permanent" in 
residential, business, office 
and industrial districts

Up to two‐thirds of allowable 
sign area may be changeable

Messages cannot be 
changed more than every 
3 seconds

Signs may not flash, blink or display 
images that might distract traffic

Addison Yes Business Districts B1, B2, B3, 
B4, on properties on major 
street

A maximum of 40% of the total 
permitted sign area may be 
changeable

Copy can change in no 
less than 2 second 
intervals

Messages may dissolve or go blank 
and may either reappear in full 
display or solidify, no other special 
effects are allowed.  Moving graphics 
are not allowed.  Background colors 
or displays shall be allowed to 
change only when the message 
changes.

Antioch Yes Sign face shall not exceed a 
total of 25 sq. ft. 

Static display time for 
each message is 24 hours 
minimum

Two signs must be 500 feet apart

Arlington Heights Yes Gas Stations for pricing and 
Banks for time temp

Barrington Yes LED "open/closed" signs 
permitted in business 
windows

Maximum of 4 sq. ft. per 
business

No flashing or animation allowed

Bartlett Yes Only as time‐temperature 
signs in business districts

No larger than 2' in one 
dimension and 4' in the largest 
dimension

Alternating time and 
temp signs shall change 
no more than once every 
7 seconds.

Buffalo Grove Yes Sign shall not face a single 
family zoned district

It shall not exceed a total of 25 
sq. ft. The square footage of 
each face shall be included in 
the calculation of the total area 
of all signage allowed for the 
property. 

Message only changes 
once every 20 seconds

Signs shall be extinguished at the 
close of business. Equipped to 
override commercial messages in 
emergency situations like for "Amber 
Alert".

Bloomingdale No

Electronic Changeable Signs Survey
Village of Hanover Park 
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Municipality Allowed Permitted Locations Size Restrictions Frequency Restrictions Other
Carpentersville Yes Commercial zoning districts 50% of the sign surface area Message changes once 

per minute
Display is limited to letters and 
characters only, any image is not 
allowed. LED window signs are 
permitted with restrictions

Cary Yes  height ‐ 10 ft. max. Square 
footage of sign ‐ 72 sq. ft. 
Square footage of LED 40% of 
total sign area.

Sign can only change once 
every 15 minutes

Signs allowed with conditional use 
permit

Des Plaines Yes Business, Manufacturing, 
Institutional and Residential 
as permitted use when on 
school property

30% of the total sign area or 20 
sq. ft. whichever is less

Messages cannot be 
changed more than once 
every 7.5 seconds

one display board permitted per lot; 
Display shall not exceed 500 sq. ft. 
per  side and not more than 45 ft. in 
height

Grayslake Yes Business district 30% of the sign or one square 
foot for every 1220 sq. ft. of 
retail area, not greater than 70 
sq. ft. 

Display changes every 8 
seconds

LED colors shall be limited to 3. 
Images softened at dusk. Limited 
animation allowed, Village reserves 
the right to restrict the use of 
animation

Hoffman Estates Yes Varies per approval Yes. Cannot change more 
frequently than once 
every 10 seconds.  

No flashing, moving, blinking, etc. 

Mount Prospect Yes 50% of the total area of the sign 
face

Display shall not change 
more than once every 10 
seconds

Considering all factors satisfied, if the 
display time is more than 30 secs 
then the sign shall be permitted and 
if the display time is less than 30 secs 
then it requires special use approval

Northbrook Yes Institutional Buildings (IB) and 
Open Space (OS) zoning 
district

No more than 60% of the total 
sign area

The displayed message 
may be changed by 
intermittent lighting 
changes but such changes 
shall not exceed 12 per 
minute

Messages shall be restricted to a 
single color for the entire message 
screen. The display may only use 
white or amber light.

Rolling Meadow Yes Message should not exceed 1/3 
or 1/2 of the total sign face 
area

Allowed by variance only. Min. 500 
ft. distance between signs. 
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Municipality Allowed Permitted Locations Size Restrictions Frequency Restrictions Other
Roselle Yes Business, office and industrial 

districts ‐ on plaza or 
directory signs

Regulated according to business 
district size restrictions.

For signs within 275' of an 
intersection with a traffic 
signal, messages may 
change no more than 
once every 5 seconds.

For signs within 275' of an 
intersection with a traffic signal, the 
color of the message shall not be red, 
yellow or green.

Palatine Yes Subject to Special Use 
approval; restricted to 
business uses along 4 major 
corridors

40% of the total sign area No more than four 
messages per day, with a 
minimum 60 second 
display time for each 
message.

Prohibited for residential use; One 
sign per zoning lot; Min. 500 ft 
distance between two signs; 
Illumination has to be consistent in 
color with no flashing or blinking 
image 

Prospect Heights Yes Once every 2 seconds Two signs must be 500 feet apart; No 
flashing, blinking or scrolling display 
allowed

Schaumburg Yes Gas station pricing signs and 
properties with direct 
frontage on expressways.

450 square feet are permitted 
for each face of the sign, and 
must not exceed an aggregate 
gross surface area of 900 
square feet.

Gas station electronic 
signs may not move or 
flash. No restrictions on 
properties fronting 
expressways.

Design limited to monument ground 
signs. Must not be located within 15' 
of any point of vehicular access.

Skokie Yes Signs must display only 
one message for 24 hours

Streamwood Yes Permitted by special use 
process, sign package is 
typically reviewed as part of 
approval process for new 
business

32 square feet Messages must be static 
and change no more than 
once every 30 seconds.

No restrictions on multiple colors.

Vernon Hills Yes Allowed on interior of 
windows only

Max. 20% of window area not 
to exceed 50 square feet.

Frequency of message 
change not to exceed 
once every 30 minutes.
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Municipality Allowed Permitted Locations Size Restrictions Frequency Restrictions Other
Wheeling Yes Signs may be permitted for 

governmental buildings, 
recreation centers, 
convention centers, hotels, 
theaters and schools

Message shall change no 
more than once every 10 
seconds

Sign should meet all setback, 
landscaping and size regulations in 
the sign code. No sound or flashing 
allowed.

Wilmette Yes One change per three 
seconds.

Prepared by:
Planning & Zoning 31‐Oct‐2012
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   Village of Hanover Park      AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees    
 
FROM: Juliana Maller, Village Manager 
  Katie Bowman, Village Planner 
   
SUBJECT: Update on the regulation of automatic changeable copy signs 
 
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval       Concurrence     Discussion      Information  
 
MEETING DATE: September 20, 2012 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Update on regulations for automatic changeable copy signs (electronic signs), including 
review of Development Commission’s recommendation of potential changes. 
 
Background 
 
Current Regulations 

Electronic signs that are capable of displaying multiple messages are referred to as 
automatic changeable copy signs in Chapter 6 of the Municipal Code, which regulates 
advertising and signage.  
 
Automatic changeable copy signs are defined as:   
A sign on which the copy changes automatically through illumination by electric lights, 
luminous tubes, or any other means of illumination or through mechanical means. Such 
signs shall adhere to the following conditions and restrictions: only one color for the 
changeable copy is permitted on a black background with no scrolling, flashing, or other 
movements between text messages; sign copy changes shall occur no more than once 
every 90 seconds; and copy shall not advertise products or services not available on the lot 
on which the automatic signage is located.  
 
Further regulations regarding automatic changeable copy signs include: 

 Only permitted in Business Districts, including B-1 and B-2 
 On freestanding signs for businesses not located in shopping centers, the automatic 

changeable copy sign may comprise the entire sign area (up to 64 square feet) 
 On freestanding signs businesses located in shopping centers with more than 300 

feet of frontage on an arterial street, the area of the automatic changeable copy sign 
may not exceed 25 percent of the maximum permitted sign area for the freestanding 
sign (pemitted area depends upon size of building frontage) 

 Illumination level may not exceed 75 footcandles when measured with a standard 
light meter perpendicular to the face of the sign at a distance equal to the narrowest 
dimension of the sign (common measure of illumination/brightness 
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Regulation Survey 

The municipal codes of surrounding communities reflect a variety of approaches for 
regulating electronic changeable signs. A review of regulations in various municipalities 
revealed that while all generally permit electronic message centers which display text and 
images, most do not permit full digital video displays.  A summary of regulations from six 
surrounding communities is summarized in Exhibit 1. 
 
In regard to best management practices on this topic, an April 2008 article from the 
American Planning Association’s Zoning Practice titled “Practice Smart Sign Codes” offers 
some references for how municipalities are regulating the different forms of digital signs, 
and recommendations for what to consider when writing regulations for them.  These 
recommendations are included in the Considerations section below. 
 
Considerations 

It is recommended that when a jurisdiction is considering updating its sign ordinance, it 
should consider elements such as: 

 Detailed definition of digital display signage with guidelines for design and 
aesthetics, including colors, pictures, and videos 

 Message duration and transition 
 A list of the zoning districts in which such signs are allowed and prohibited 
 Restrictions on the placement of signs, such as their orientation to residential 

districts 
 Limits on the percentage of a sign’s area that can be devoted to a digital display 
 Restrictions on illumination levels during the day and after dark 
 Public service announcements: some municipalities require that digital signage be 

used to display emergency information and amber alerts 
 Process by which signs will be approved, whether it be by standard sign plan review 

or additional special use review 
 
Discussion 
 
The Development Commission discussed existing regulations of automatic changeable 
copy signs at their meeting of August 30, 2012.  Upon review of current regulations in 
Hanover Park and in surrounding communities, they made comments and recommended 
several changes to the regulations: 
 
 Types of signs:   

o Maintain the current definition of automatic changeable copy signs (see p. 1) 
o Prohibit ‘digital video displays’ that show full video 

 Location and Approval:  
o Permit automatic changeable copy signs business districts by right (following 

outlined regulations) 
o Permit automatic changeable copy signs in residential districts for school and 

churches, with special use approval 
 Special use approval allows for these signs to be subject to additional limitations, 

such as lower lighting level and orientation or distance away from closest 
residence 
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 Display:  
o Permit multiple colors of sign text and background 
o Permit copy changes to occur once every 5 - 7 seconds 

 Movement: 
o Limit movement, shaking, scrolling, or flashing of text 
o Recommend language found in the Village of Addison’s regulations. 

 Area:  Up to 50% of the total permitted freestanding sign area may be utilized by 
automatic changeable copy 

 Illumination:  The illumination level of signs must be reduced by 50% after 10 or 11 p.m. 

 Public Service Announcements:  Do not recommend that automatic changeable copy 
signs be required to display public service announcements 

 
The Development Commission also recommended that considerations be made to ensure 
that the automatic changeable copy signs do not become too numerous or cluttered as to 
have a negative aesthetic impact or to become a significant distraction.  This may be 
addressed through the requirement that automatic changeable copy signs be located at 
least 75 feet from each other.  With the narrowest commercial lots in the Village being 
around 100 feet in width, this would require that the signs not be directly adjacent to each 
other.  Additionally, the high cost of electronic signs is expected to limit the overall number 
of signs, as it has done to this time. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Staff requests that the Village President and Board of Trustees review the recommended 
changes to regulation of automatic changeable copy signs.  Next, Staff will draft language 
for an amendment to the Municipal Code for review by the Development Commission and 
Village Board.  
 
Attachments 
 
Exhibit 1 – Regulation of automatic changeable copy signs in surrounding communities 
Exhibit 2 – Photos of automatic changeable copy signs 
Exhibit 3 – Draft Development Commission Minutes, August 30, 2012 
 
 

Budgeted Item:      ____ Yes      __X__ No 
Budgeted Amount:  $ N/A 
Actual Cost:    $ N/A 
Account Number:  N/A 
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Agreement Name: _________ _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executed By: ______________ _______________________________________________________________________ 

   Village of Hanover Park      AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees    
 
FROM: Juliana Maller, Village Manager 
  Katie Bowman, Village Planner 
   
SUBJECT: Barrington Road Sign Policy 
 
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval       Concurrence     Discussion     Information  
 
MEETING DATE: December 6, 2012 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary 
Review recommended administrative policy for the operation of the Barrington Road 
entryway monument sign. 
 
Background 
Following months of testing and operation of the Barrington Road entryway monument 
sign, the Editorial Board recommends a standardized policy for its operation.  The policy 
has been developed in order to ensure that the sign conveys public information in a 
consistent and clear manner.  It has been developed with feedback from the Hanover Park 
Park District, who is a major user of the sign. 
 
Discussion 
The purpose of the Barrington Road sign is to disseminate municipal and other 
governmental information to the public.  Messages are to be displayed by the Village of 
Hanover Park, the Hanover Park Park District, and other government entities.   
 
As a governmental sign, the Barrington Road Sign is not subject to the general automatic 
changeable copy regulations.  However, in keeping with the recommendation of Staff and 
the Development Commission, the message parameters are similar.  Flashing and 
scrolling of messages is prohibited.  The minimum time between messages is shorter (3 
seconds rather than 7) and moving backgrounds may be permitted on a limited basis. 
Messages are to be approved by the Village’s Editorial Board and are to provide basic 
information about upcoming events and public messages.  
 
Recommendation 
Move approval of the administrative policy for the Barrington Road Sign. 
   
 
Attachments:  Barrington Road Sign Policy 
 

Budgeted Item:     ____ Yes      __X__ No 
Budgeted Amount: $ N/A 
Actual Cost:  $ N/A 
Account Number: N/A 
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ADMINSTRATIVE POLICY 
HANOVER PARK, ILLINOIS 

 
 
DIRECTIVE:   000 
 
                                                                             
 
SUBJECT: Barrington Road Sign 
 
POLICY: It is the policy of the Village of Hanover Park to utilize the LED lighted sign on 

Barrington Road to provide pertinent information to the public utilizing the 
guidelines set in place by this policy. 

 
PURPOSE: The purpose of the LED lighted sign on Barrington Road is to provide a 

mechanism to disseminate municipal and other government entity information 
to the public.    

 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
Government Entity:  Any public body which is funded through taxes that serves Hanover Park. 
 
Editorial Board:  A group of individuals from various Village of Hanover Park departments 
who review and approve Village communications, website content, special events, and other 
miscellaneous community events and information and promotional materials.  This group 
includes the Village President, Village Manager, Village Clerk and Manager’s Administrative 
Assistant, among others. 
 
I. Approved Organizations 
 

A. The Village of Hanover Park, its committees and commissions, and Hanover 
Park Park District are approved to display content on the sign following the 
guidelines listed below.  The Park Distict is permitted to have up to eight 
messages, unless otherwise authorized by the Editorial Board. 
 

B. Other Government Entities:   
 

The sign may be used to display information on behalf of other government 
entities for their governmental functions.  Request is to be submitted in writing. 
This request will then be presented to the Editorial Board for approval.  

DRAFT 
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II. Content and Format 
 

A. Restricted Material and Message Content 
 

1. Sign messages will contain information restricted to Village of Hanover Park 
government activities, as well as material from other governmental entitites 
concerning their governmental activities, which has been approved by the 
Editorial Board. 

 
2. Information advertising commercial businesses or other private entities is not 

permitted, in addition to private, religious and for-profit events.   
 

3. Special events will be advertised no more than two weeks prior to the event. 
 

4. The Village of Hanover Park reserves the right to edit any messages sent in 
from outside organizations.     

 
B. Format of Messages. 
 

1. For maximum visibility, text contained within a message must be no less than 
a 15 pt. font size, and no more than 3 lines on any individual message.  One 
additional message may be created to include all the information needed.  
Messages must be meaningful and not simply graphics or logos.  The font 
used in messages must be Arial Black.   

 
Simple picture graphics and logos may be used; However, messages may not 
contain flashing borders, scrolling or other movements between messages.  
Sign copy changes shall not occur no more than once every 3 seconds.  Note 
that any pictures and/or graphics used must follow copyright laws (i.e. no 
copyrighted materials may be used without written authorization).   

 
2. Color – Village of Hanover Park messages will contain a blue background 

with tan text or EasyArt backgrounds from the Ignite Software.  The Hanover 
Park Park District messages will contain a green background with yellow 
color text or EasyArt backgrounds from the Ignite Software.   
 
Other government entitites will be assigned colors so that the agencies can be 
distinguished from one another. 
 

3. Timing – The timing on the sign should be set to 3-4 seconds per slide.  A 
good guideline to use is 1 second per line of text.   

4.c.



Agreement Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executed By: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Village of Hanover Park       AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Juliana Maller, Village Manager 
  Craig A. Haigh, Fire Chief 
  Kelly Gawlik, Lieutenant and Assistant Training Officer 
   
SUBJECT: Child Safety Seat Installation Program 
   
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval       Concurrence     Discussion      Information  
 
MEETING DATE: December 6, 2012 – Board Workshop 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Hanover Park Fire Department has had in place for a number of years, a program to 
install child safety seats.  This program is regularly used by area residents and consumes a 
fair amount of staff time to both manage the service and conduct the installations.  In 
addition, the cost to provide both the initial and continuing education to our Child Passenger 
Safety Technicians is expensive.  The department feels that this program is an important 
service and is in compliance with our mission statement, “….we will provide the highest 
degree of safety and security to the community.”  The Department plans to continue 
providing this service.  In addition, many of the people using this program are not residents 
of the Village; resulting in our residents bearing the cost of this service, while it is being 
provided free to non-residents.  Often times the seats are installed, based on a court 
directive, for those who were ticketed for not having a child appropriately restrained within 
their motor vehicle. 
 
The Department is recommending the establishment of a Child Seat Installation Fee for 
non-Village residents and to those having a court directive. 
 
Discussion 
 
A survey was conducted with the help of the DuPage Mayors and Mangers Conference and 
the Northwest Municipal Conference.  Both organizations sent out surveys on behalf of the 
Village to see which municipalities perform car seat installations and if anyone is charging 
for their service.  After the data was collected, it was noted that there is only one 
municipality that charges for the service, while others have set times and days that they 
schedule installations and some do not offer installation at all.    
 
The department also analyzed internal records to determine the cost to the Village for 
certifying and maintaining the Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians.  In addition, we 
looked at who is using the service and which communities they are coming from.  We found 
that many neighboring communities stated within the survey that they perform this service, 
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yet the Department makes many installations for non-Hanover Park residents.  In fact, 
39.2% of all installations performed in the last year and a half have been for non-Hanover 
Park residents. 
 
In Hanover Park we offer the service to anyone who calls, by appointment, without 
discrimination as to where they actually live.  These appointments take place on any day at 
pretty much any given time.  An average installation takes between 45 minutes to an hour to 
complete.  Technicians also take time to teach these individuals how to install the seat and 
answer any questions. 
 
As of September 2012, the department has six (6) Certified Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians.  This number allows two (2) technicians to be assigned per 24-hour shift.  The 
department has expended approximately $3,000 over the last ten (10) years to train 
technicians.  Training costs include tuition and overtime, as well as backfill costs for those 
attending training while on duty.  Looking ahead, we have calculated that it will cost 
approximately $930/year to keep the current six (6) technicians certified.  This cost covers 
training/continuing education fees and overtime along with the certification fee paid to Safe 
Kids USA.  
 
The following two charts show the breakdown of installations, based on the community in 
which the person lives, for calendar year 2011 and year-to-date 2012. 
 
 

68%

9%

2%
2%

11%

2%
7%

2011 Car Seat Installations

Hanover Park

Schaumburg

Bloomingdale

Carol Stream

Streamwood

Bartlett

Others

 

In 2011 the Department performed 56 car seat installations, with 61 seats being installed.   The 
percentages are based strictly on the number of installs performed, not the total number of seats 
installed. 
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58%

6%3%

9%

6%

14%

4%

2012 Car Seat Installations

Hanover Park

Schaumburg

Bloomingdale

Carol Stream

Streamwood

Bartlett

Others

 

Currently in 2012 the Department has performed 64 car seat installations, with 70 seats being 
installed.  The percentages are based strictly on the number of installs performed, not the total 
number of seats installed. 

Recommended Action 
 
The Department recommends the following addition to the Cost Recovery Program: 
 

Residents $0 

Non-residents $35 

Court ordered installations (resident and non-resident) $100 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

• Du Page Mayors and Managers Conference Survey 
• Northwest Municipal Conference Survey 
• Cost Recovery Ordinance with proposed changes 

Budgeted Item:     __X__ Yes      ____ No 
Budgeted Amount: $800.00 
Actual Cost:  $820.00 
Account Number: 001-0720-420.03-71 
   001-0720-420.01-21 
 
Budgeted Revenue:   $0 
Anticipated Revenue:  $1,120 
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DMMC CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS SURVEY 2012

Municipality

Does your municipality 
conduct car seat installations 

and/or checks? Comment

If you answered yes to the previous 
question, which department and division 

conducts the car seat 
installations/checks?

Addison Yes Traffic Safety Division
Bartlett Yes Police Department

Bloomingdale Yes
Community Relations/Patrol Division of 
Police Department

Carol Stream Yes
Police and occasionally the Fire Protection 
District.

Downers Grove Yes Police Department/CSO Division
Glen Ellyn Yes Police Department
Glendale Heights Yes Police Department

Hinsdale Yes
We do it on a limited basis and by 
appointment only. Police

Itasca  Yes Police Department

Lombard Yes
Presently Police. But I am considering Fire 
also.

Naperville No

Provided by non‐profits, schools, and 
others.  City no longer operates its own 
separte event.

St. Charles Yes
Police Department, Traffic and Special 
Events Unit

Villa Park Yes

The police department has two community 
service officers who perform the 
inspections.  The program is overseen by a 
patrol officer.

Warrenville Yes Police Department
Wayne No
West Chicago No

Westmont No

The Fire Dept used to have 2 individuals 
trained to check car seats, but their 
certification ran out last year

Wheaton Yes Police/Fire
Woodridge Yes Patrol

Page 1 of 3
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DMMC CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS SURVEY 2012

Municipality

Addison
Bartlett

Bloomingdale

Carol Stream

Downers Grove
Glen Ellyn
Glendale Heights

Hinsdale
Itasca 

Lombard

Naperville

St. Charles

Villa Park
Warrenville
Wayne
West Chicago

Westmont
Wheaton
Woodridge

Does your municipality charge 
a fee to residents for 

conducting the 
installation/safety check of 

the car seat? 

Does your municipality 
charge a fee to non‐

residents for 
conducting the 

installation/safety 
check of the car seat?  Comment

Does your municipality charge a fee to 
those who have a court order/traffic ticket 

for conducting the installation/safety 
check of the car seat? 

No No No
No No No

No No

No No No

No No

N/A. We conduct them 
for Village residents 
only. No

No No
No No No

No No No
No No No

No No No

No No No

No No No

No No No
No No No

No Yes
We used to charge 
$20.00

No No No
No No No

Page 2 of 3

4.d.



DMMC CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS SURVEY 2012

Municipality

Addison
Bartlett

Bloomingdale

Carol Stream

Downers Grove
Glen Ellyn
Glendale Heights

Hinsdale
Itasca 

Lombard

Naperville

St. Charles

Villa Park
Warrenville
Wayne
West Chicago

Westmont
Wheaton
Woodridge

First Name Last Name Job Title Work Phone Email Address

Chris Weinbrenner Officer 630‐693‐7971 cweinbrenner@addison‐il.org
Kent Williams Chief of Police 630‐837‐0846 kwilliams@vbartlett.org

Jackie Slater Watch Commander 630‐529‐9868 slaterj@vil.bloomingdale.il.us

Joe Breinig Village Manager 630.871.6250 jbreinig@carolstream.org

Timothy Sembach CSO/Parking Enforcement Supervisor 630‐434‐5600 tsembach@downers.us
Michael Strong Administrative Intern 6305475203 mstrong@glenellyn.org
Nicole Lewis Assistant to the Village Administrator (630) 909‐5327 nicole_lewis@glendaleheights.org

Brad Bloom Chief 630‐789‐7070 bbloom@villageofhinsdale.org
Bob O'Connor Deputy Chief of Police 630‐773‐1004 roconnor@itasca.com

David Hulseberg Village Manager 6302121385 Hulsebergd@villageoflombard.org

Amy Emery Assisant to the City Manager 630‐420‐6043 emerya@naperville.il.us

Erik Mahan Commander 6303774435 emahan@stcharlesil.gov

William Lyons Police Officer 630‐592‐6122 Blyons@sbcglobal.net
John Coakley City Administrator 630‐393‐9427 jcoakley@warrenville.il.us
Harlan Spiroff Vilage Attorney 630‐510‐6000 spiroff@thesglawfirm.com
Lazaro Perez Chief of Police (630) 293‐2222 lperez@westchicago.org

Lynn Dralle EMS Director 630‐981‐6417 ldralle@westmont.il.gov
Donald` Rose City Manager 630 260‐2000 drose@wheaton.il.us
Gina Grady Deputy Chief 630‐719‐4736 ggrady@vil.woodridge.il.us
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Car Seat Installation and Safety Check Survey September 2012

Municipality

Who does the installations, 
Fire/Police/Other (if so 
who, what division?)

Do you charge a fee for the 
installation or safety check 
of a car seat for non-
residents or those who 
have a court order/traffic 
ticket?

If you do charge a 
fee, what is the 
amount of the fee?

Barrington

Mostly the Police (Patrol, 
Investigations and 
Administration Divisions 
participate). 

No charge, but we only install 
them for Village residents.

Cary
Police – patrol officer who is 
a certified technician. No fee. N/A.

Des Plaines

Car seat installations are 
done by officers and CSO’s 
within the police department.

There is not a charge for this 
service.

Evanston

Evanston provides checks.  
Done by Police Department.  
No fee.

Grayslake Police Department No.

Hoffman 
Estates

The police department has 
five certified technicians 
installing seats by 
appointment only.  Of the five 
techs, one is assigned to the 
traffic section, two are 
assigned to the patrol 
division and two are non-
sworn civilian volunteers. No.

Lake Zurich

Police Department - Traffic 
Safety Officer or Certified 
Patrol Officer. No. N/A.

Niles Police Patrol Division. No charge. N/A.
Northbrook Police Department (CSO) No. N/A.
Northfield Police/Patrol and dispatch. Yes. $15.00 

Palatine

Fire - Only Palatine Rural 
Fire Dept. Police - 3 certified 
Techs, 2 members of crime 
prevention (sworn officers) 1 
civilian records employee. No fee. N/A.

Park Ridge FF/PM or Fire Marshal. No fee. N/A.

Rolling 
Meadows

Police - we have certified 
sworn officers and CSO's - 
mostly performed by the 
CSO's. No. N/A.

Streamwood Police and Fire. No. N/A.
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ORDINANCE NO. O-12- 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 46-74 OF CHAPTER 46 
OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF HANOVER PARK ADDING 
FEES FOR INSTALLATION OF CHILDREN’S CAR SEATS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Hanover Park is a home rule unit by virtue of the 
provisions of the 1970 Constitution of the State of Illinois and may exercise and perform 
any function pertaining to its government and affairs including adoption of this Ordinance; 
now, therefore, 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of trustees of the Village of 
Hanover Park, Cook and DuPage Counties, Illinois, as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That Section 46-74 of Chapter 46 of the Municipal Code of  
Hanover Park, as amended, be amended by adding to (4) of subsection (b) of said Section 
46-74, a new e. as follows: 
 
 Sec. 46-74. - Cost recovery program. 
 

* * * * * 
 
   (b)   Fire and rescue service. 
 

* * * * * 
 

    (4) Additional fees.  The following additional fees shall apply   
   as indicated: 
 

* * * * * 
 

   e. A fee of $35.00 charged to all non-court ordered   
    non-Village of Hanover Park residents whom   
    request a child car seat installation, and a fee of   
    $100 for all court ordered installations of a child’s   
    car seat regardless of residency. 
 
  SECTION 2:  That each section, paragraph, sentence, clause and provision of this 
Ordinance is separable and if any provision is held unconstitutional or invalid for any 
reason, such decision shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance nor any part thereof, 
other than the part affected by such decision. 
 
 SECTION 3:  That except as to the amendments heretofore mentioned, all 
chapters and sections of the Municipal Code of Hanover Park shall remain in full force 
and effect. 
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 SECTION 4:  That this Ordinance shall, by authority of the Village Board of the 
Village of Hanover Park, be published in pamphlet form.  From and after ten days after 
said publication, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect. 
 
ADOPTED this      day of        , 2012, pursuant to a roll call vote as follows: 
 
              AYES: 

             NAYS: 

         ABSENT: 

ABSTENTION: 

 

 

 APPROVED by me this      day of               , 2012 
 
 ______________________________________ 
 Rodney S. Craig, Village President                                                

 

 
 
ATTESTED, filed in my office, and 
published in pamphlet form this   
day of                              , 2012 
 
___________________________ 
Eira Corral, Village Clerk     
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