
 
 

Cultural Inclusion and Diversity Committee 
MEETING NOTES 

 February 12, 2009, Village Hall, Room 101  7:00 PM 
 

 
 
 
Committee Members Present: 
  Phillip Anderson, Eira Corral, Kenneth Griesemer, Debra McDonald, Jammye 
Woods, Ron Woods.      
  
Others Present:    
 Trustee Toni Carter (Board Liaison), Sandra Vincent Richard (Staff Liaison), Linda 
McCance Packham, and Frank Grant-Acquah. 
 
Others Absent: 
 Maura Contreras, Laura Ehorn, Rev. Mathew Idicula, Louise McFadden, Gayle 
Peneschi, Jennie Swanson, Rev. Craig Stroder, Maria Washington, Manhar Patel, and 
Rohit Bhatt. 
     
I. Call to Order – Roll Call 
 Since a quorum was not present an official meeting of the Cultural Inclusion and 
Diversity Committee could not be held.  However, those present continued to hold an 
unofficial meeting to discuss Committee business without taking any official actions.  The 
meeting commenced at approximately 7:15 p.m. after taking photos of Committee 
members for ID cards. 
 
II.  Presentation of Agenda 
 Since a quorum was not present, the Agenda was not presented for approval. 
 

 
III. Martin Luther King Day Celebration--Update 
 
 Phil Anderson provided the Committee with an update of the plans for the Martin 

Luther King Day Celebration.  Tyronne Stoudemire, Global Director of Diversity 
and Inclusion at Hewitt Associates, will be the Master of Ceremonies for this 
event.  Evangel Church staff will help with the lighting, sound and other controls.  
The pastors who will be speaking will now be doing so in a panel format with Mr. 
Stoudemire serving as the moderator.  Phil also indicated that Mayor Craig would 
be presenting some awards.  The Staff Liaison will follow up with the Mayor on the 
awards.  There was a brief discussion about the need for translators in light of the 
change to a panel discussion format. 

 
The discussion then went the topic of refreshments for the event and how people 
will be fed.  It was decided that we would put out the food at the end of the event 
and leave it at that.  When it’s gone, it’s gone.  Debra McDonald then provided 
Sandie Richard with a list of items needed.  The refreshments will consist of chips, 
cookies, mini sandwiches, bottled water, soft and juice drinks, and coffee.  Sandie 
indicated that she and a Committee member could do the shopping on the Friday 



before the event, since she has a Tax Exempt card for Sam’s Club and other 
stores.  Phil would let her know when it could be delivered to Evangel Church. 

 
 Phil indicated they were working on the program and would get forward it to the 

Staff Liaison for printing the following week.  It will have a photo of Dr. King on the 
front.  On the inside will be the mission of the Committee along with the program 
on the right, and a “Thank You” message on the back. Trustee Carter asked if the 
Committee could give away four $25 gas cards as door prizes.  We could issue 
tickets as people entered, which would help give us a head count.  Later Trustee 
Carter suggested providing attendees with a card to fill out so they can be notified 
of future events.  We would then use these cards instead of issuing tickets for the 
door prizes.  Trustee Carter indicated she would forward a sample card that she 
has used in her church.   

 
VI. Multicultural Day Celebration--Update 
 
 Eira Corral reported that her subcommittee planned to hold the Multicultural Day 

Celebration on Saturday, April 4th at Springwood Middle School on Arlington Drive 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The event would celebrate a number of cultures, including 
Asian, Middle Eastern, Latino, African American, African, Polish, and Anglo-
Saxon.  Committee members will contact the various groups for information on 
their multicultural presentations.  The Staff Liaison will complete the required 
documents for use of the school’s facilities.  The title of the program will be:  
Celebrating Cultural Diversity:  The Strength of Our Community.   

 
 There was some discussion over the possibility of an international flag parade 

and/or display.  Linda Packham mentioned the need to be aware of international 
flag etiquette and codes.  She also indicated that it cost the Sister Cities group 
about $1,500 to rent 60 flags when they held the national convention.  Eira asked 
the Committee to see what is available.  Ken Griesemer mentioned that the Lion’s 
Club has a lot of flags, but not necessarily all that we would need.  Eira then 
suggested that perhaps we could ask each group to bring a flag representing their 
culture.  However, someone mentioned that could be a problem if they were not all 
the same size.  Phil Anderson suggested have a projector with a slideshow of 
different culture’s flags on a screen during the event.  Eira requested that we 
obtain information on flag code and flag etiquette.  Jammye Woods suggested 
instead of using flags that participants dress in the clothing representing their 
culture. 

 
 Eira then mentioned that the subcommittee was looking to come up with a tag line 

about celebrating cultures with their senses.  Someone suggested “The Five 
Senses of Culture:  See It, Feel It, Taste It, Smell It, and Hear It.”  The planning 
committee will MC the event, Mayor Craig will be a guest speaker, Trustee Carter 
will do the welcome address and Sandie Richard, Staff Liaison, will recognize 
honored guests. 
 

VII. New Business 
 

a. Trustee Carter asked about having smaller posters that would be displayed by 
the receptionist’s desk at Village Hall.  Sandie Richard indicated that they 
might be difficult to find in that size.  There was also a suggestion about 
possibly hanging posters by the windows.  Someone suggested drawing 
posters, such as through a poster contest utilizing the elementary school.  Ken 
Griesemer suggested providing an award or certificate for the best poster(s).  



Eira Corral asked if we could work with the existing art program.  Sandie 
indicated she would look into this possibility with the Manager’s Office and get 
back to the Committee. 

b. Trustee Carter inquired about having a TV flat-screen monitor by the 
receptionist to show the Village’s cable station slide show.  Sandie mentioned 
that the Chief Information Officer has plans to do that. 

c. Trustee Carter requested that we look into getting a Committee e-mail address 
for access by the Committee Secretary. Sandie said she would follow up with 
George Dimidik on this request. 

 
VIII. Adjournment 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
Sandra Vincent Richard, 2/12/2009    
Recorded by / Date       
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