
 

 

 

 

 
VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 Public Notice is hereby given pursuant to the Open Meetings Act - Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, Chapter 5, Act 120, Section 1.01 (5 ILCS 120/1.01 et seq.) that the 
 
Development Commission 
(Name of public body) 
 
SHALL CANCEL THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING ON AUGUST 8, 2013 
AT 7:00 p.m. AND HOLD A WORKSHOP AT 6:30 p.m. AT THE 
 
Municipal Building, 2121 Lake St., Hanover Park, IL  
(Location) 
 

Due to Lack of Public Hearing Agenda Items 
 

Posted on :___________    
                        (Date)      
 
 
By_____________________________________ 
            Eira L. Corral, Village Clerk  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK 
 

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
WORKSHOP AGENDA 

Municipal Building:  2121 W. Lake Street, Room 214 
Hanover Park, IL   60133 

 
Thursday, August 8, 2013 

6:30 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL 

 
2. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

a. January 17, 2013 
b. April 10, 2013 

 
4. DISCUSSION TOPIC: 

a. Unified Development Ordinance Update Review: 
 Sign Regulations 
 Design Guidelines  

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
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Agenda Item 3a 
VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK 

 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

MEETING 
 

Municipal Building, Village Board Room 214 
2121 W. Lake Street 

Hanover Park, IL 60133 

 
Thursday, January 17, 2013 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  ROLL CALL 
Chairperson Wachsmuth called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 PRESENT:  Commissioners: Jim Aird, Arthur Berthelot, Mark Mercier,  
      Scott Neil, Gary Rasmussen, Patrick Watkins, 
      Chairperson Virginia Wachsmuth 
ABSENT:  Commissioners: None 
ALSO PRESENT:    Village Planner Katie Bowman, Inspectional 
      Services Chief Ann Marie Hess, Planning  
      Intern Swati Pandey 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLIEGENCE:  
 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA: 
Motion by Commissioner Watkins to accept the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Neil. 
Voice Vote: 
All AYES. 
Motion Carried: Agenda Accepted. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS: None. 
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5. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
5-a. Request to approve the Minutes of November 9, 2012 
 Motion by Commissioner Mercier to approve the Minutes, seconded by 

Commissioner Berthelot. 
 Voice Vote: 
 All AYES. 
 Motion Carried:  Approved Minutes. 
 

  
 

ACTION ITEMS:   
6-a. Conduct a Public Hearing to consider a request by Menard, Inc., (property owner) for 

approval of a minor change to the Planned Unit Development Plat and amendment to 
the Planned Unit Development Special Use to add an Automobile Service Station use 
and reduce the number of parking spaces at 7435 Barrington Road, Hanover Park, IL. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth entertained a Motion to open the Public Hearing. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mercier to open the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Commissioner Berthelot. 

 Voice Votes: 
 All AYES. 
 Motion Carried:  Public Hearing opened. 

 
Village Planner Bowman presented a summary of the case with breaking points for 
Commission comments. Return Receipts Requested were received from the 
Petitioner. The Public Notice was published in the Daily Herald on Wednesday, 
December 26, 2012. 
 
Village Planner Bowman shared a proposed change to the site plan moving the 
dispensing station further from the building to provide for an additional five stacking 
spaces. Village ordinance requires eight spaces.   
 
Additional landscaping will be added to the Menards’ site bringing it up to current 
Village Code. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth requested the petitioner/s to step to the podium to be 
sworn in. Petitioner Allen Silbernagel, Manager, Menards, 7435 Barrington Road, 
Hanover Park, IL and Brian Summers, FerrelGas, 27W071 St. Charles Road, Carol 
Stream, IL. 
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Petitioner Silbernagel presented their request to the Commission. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth presented members of the audience an opportunity to 
speak on this topic. The one person in the audience did not wish to speak. 
 
The meeting is turned over to the Commissioners for questions. 
 
Commissioner Rasmussen – Concerned over protection for vehicles on the backside 
of the facility especially when cars are pulling up, perhaps a concrete pumper or 
metal guardrail could be installed. 
 
Commission Neil – Preferred that there be no vehicle parking on the backside of the 
tank. Questioned whether the Petitioner received approval from the State.  
 
Petitioner Silbernagel stated the State Fire Marshal approved the plan. However, 
any changes to the plans submitted would go back to the State for reapproval.   
 
Commissioner Berthelot – Noted various items for clarification. 
 
Commissioner Mercier – Concern over traffic flow. Questioned whether the 
Petitioner would consider moving the station further west being more remote. 
Bringing the traffic in from the North to the south on Bristol with townhouses located 
there already having a lot of traffic. If there is a way for more of the traffic flow to 
come out of the west via Barrington Road?  
 
Questioned the eight parking spaces to the north and wondering if those spaces would 
be usable. Asked about eliminating six of the eight spaces to increase safety of 
stacking and traffic flow.  Commissioners Rasmussen and Berthelot are in agreement. 
 
Petitioner Silbernagel – The station must be located within the vision of the Service 
Desk, as these are the trained team members who will dispense the propane.  There is 
no one stationed at the location. Team members will observe a customer via the 
Service Desk inside.  Also noted was the eight spaces would be usable. 
 
Commissioner Mercier – How and when does the Petitioner anticipate refill and 
how is that done? 
 
Petitioner Summer – The tank is filled on an as-needed basis by a 3,000 gallon tank 
with a fill hose. 
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Commissioner Watkins confirmed the bollards being placed around the station 
according to State/Fire Code and does not support the elimination of six parking 
spaces. Commissioner Aird in agreement on not eliminating the six parking spaces. 
 
Questioned the Petitioner regarding the landscape requirements adding on the islands 
and the front, etc. 
 
Petitioner Silbernagel – Menards is on board with the Village’s landscaping 
requirements. 
 
Commissioner Aird – No questions. 
 
Chief Hess – Requested the Petitioner explain the employee training program. 
 
Petitioner Sommers – Menards will follow the Appropriation Research Counsel 
guidelines for training their employees.  It is a hands-on training with certification 
received upon completion. Minimum age requirement is 18. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth – Questions staffing not being stationed at the propane 
location. 
 
Petitioner Silbernagel – Customers will be viewed via the Service Desk. The 
dispensing unit is based on a two-key system.  All the keys are located in the store. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth – Commented on the word “Propane” displayed on top of 
canopy and was pleased with the landscaping improvements. Also concerned with the 
traffic flow from Bristol. Congratulated Menards for receiving a grant for the station.   
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth entered a motion to close the Public Hearing.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Berthelot to close the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Commissioner Neil. 
 
Voice Votes: 
All AYES. 
Motion Carried: Public Hearing closed. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth – requested Village Planner Bowman present the Draft 
Findings of Fact. 
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Village Planner Bowman stated the issue of bringing the landscaping in 
conformance with current Village Code. Staff will be working with the Petitioner 
regarding landscaping.  
 
Petitioner Silbernagel stated Menards would not be willing to remove the rock in the 
islands as the expense would be more than building the propane station. However, 
they are willing to add more bushes and landscaping. 
 
Village Planner Bowman – presented the Draft Findings of Fact and amended it to 
include the property shall conform to the site plan dated December 13, 2012 subject 
to the following: 
Additional landscaping improvements throughout the site to include additional shrubs 
on landscape islands, as feasible, and landscaping at signage with the final 
landscaping subject to approval by the Village Planner.  
Location of tank enclosure is to be moved to the west and resulting alterations made 
to the location and number of stacked and temporary loading parking spaces with 
consideration of safety requirements and minimization of parking loss, with final 
design to be approved by the Village Planner.  
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth entertained a motion to approve the Draft Findings of 
Facts as amended. 
 
Commissioner Berthelot approved the Draft Findings of Fact as amended, seconded 
by Commission Mercier. 
 

 Roll Call Vote: 
 AYES:   Commissioners:  Aird, Berthelot, Mercier, Neil,  

       Rasmussen, Watkins, Chairperson  
       Wachsmuth 

 NAYS:   Commissioner: None 
 ABSENT:  Commissioners: None. 

 
Motion Carried: Approved the Draft Findings of Fact as amended. 
 
Chairperson Wachsmuth entertained a motion regarding recommendations to the 
Board to approve the Petitioners request for a amendment to the Planned Unit 
Development special use and a minor change to the Planned Unit Development Plat for 
an automobile service station special use (propane dispensary) and a reduction in the 
number of parking spaces at the Menards, based upon the amended Draft Findings of 
Fact and observations noted by this Commission 
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Motion by Commissioner Berthelot to approve the Petitioners’ request, seconded by 
Commissioner Neil. 

 Roll Call Vote: 
 AYES:   Commissioners:  Aird, Berthelot, Neil, Watkins 

       Rasmussen, Chairperson Wachsmuth 
 NAYS:   Commissioner: Mercier, Rasmussen 
 ABSENT:  Commissioners: None. 

 
Motion Carried: Motion approved as amended. 
 

7. TOWNHALL SESSION: None. 
Persons wishing to address the public body must register prior to Call to Order. Please note 
that public comment is limited to 5 minutes per speaker. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS): None. 
9. NEW BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):  
 9-a. 

 
Community Development Update: 

• Irving Park Road Corridor Study - Noted specific recommendations.  
Potentially permitting non-retail on some former retail properties. Also 
encouraging higher-quality development and, specifically not encouraging 
additional auto uses going forward. It discusses various public and private 
infrastructure improvements and for the Village to continue to evaluate what 
the retail market is in the area. Drive isles and parking lot consolidation to 
linking private and public properties is also something to be considered. 

• TIF 5 – Officially approved by the Board at their last meeting. 
• Hanover Square Shopping Center working on demolition of the Old 

Shires and working on the construction of a new monument sign. 
10. ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion by Commissioner Rasmussen, seconded by Commissioner Aird. 
Voice Vote:  
All AYES.  
Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 Recorded and Transcribed by:      
 
_________________________  _______________________________ 
Regina Mullen, Secretary   Virginia Wachsmuth, Chairperson  
this 17 day of January 2013 
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Agenda Item 3b 
VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK 

 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

WORKSHOP 
 

Municipal Building, Village Board Room 214 
2121 W. Lake Street 

Hanover Park, IL 60133 

 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 

6:30 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  ROLL CALL 
Chairperson Wachsmuth called the Workshop to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 PRESENT:  Commissioners: Jim Aird, Arthur Berthelot, Mark Mercier,  
      Scot Neil, Gary Rasmussen, Patrick Watkins, 
      Chairperson Virginia Wachsmuth 
ABSENT:  Commissioners: None 
ALSO PRESENT:    Village Manager Juliana Maller, Planner Katie 
      Bowman, Inspectional Services Chief Ann  
      Marie Hess, Planning  Intern Swati Pandey,  
      Recording Secretary Regina Mullen,   
      Konstantine Savoy of Teska Associates; 627 
      Grove Street, Evanston,IL 60201-4474 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLIEGENCE:  
 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA: 
Motion by Commissioner Mercier, seconded by Commissioner Berthelot. 
 
Voice Vote: 
All AYES. 
Motion Carried: Agenda Accepted. 
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3. DISCUSSION TOPICS: 
a. Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Update – Process and Key Policy Issues. 

 
Village Planner Bowman presented the process and format the Commission will follow 
while reviewing recommended changes to specific sections of our Zoning Ordinance, 
eliminating existing outdated language and inconsistencies throughout and, incorporating the 
Village Center Plan and the Irving Park Road Corridor Study into an updated UDO. 
 
Konstantine Savoy of Teska Associates will be assisting the Commission with creating an 
updated UDO. 
 
Konstantine Savoy explained the purpose of an updated UDO as a better way to organize 
and streamline the various development related codes of the Village. An updated UDO will 
improve developer and economic development understanding throughout the Village. It will 
remove barriers that have become standard practices and reduce inconsistencies currently 
existing throughout the Code. 
 
There are four specific areas the Commission will focus on within the Code that deal with 
design, appearance and improving the overall standards in the community, they are: Site 
Plan Review, Design Guidelines, Signage, and Landscaping standards.  
 
Village Manager Maller stated updating the UDO creates the tools for staff to be able to 
bring about upgrades and changes to Village properties to ensure they are meeting standards 
that are consistent and relevant to current day. 
 
Questions were fielded and answered. 
 
Commission Direction to Staff included: 

• Present a timeline for completing updates to the UDO. 
• Provide documents that clearly depict existing code along with changes to the Code.  
• Documents should be delivered to the Commissioners allowing enough time to 

prepare for scheduled meetings. 
• Provide Commissioners with a current copy of the County Bike Path Map. 
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10. ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion by Commissioner Mercier, seconded by Commissioner Watkins. 
 
Voice Vote:  
All AYES.  
Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 

 Recorded and Transcribed by:      
 
_________________________  _______________________________ 
Regina Mullen, Secretary   Virginia Wachsmuth, Chairperson  
this 10th day of April, 2013 
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Village of Hanover Park 
Community Development Department 

 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:   Chairman Wachsmuth and members of the Development Commission 
 
FROM:  Katie Bowman, Village Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Sign and Design Regulations Update 
ACTION  
REQUESTED:    Approval        Disapproval      Information 
 
MEETING DATE: August 8, 2013 
 
 
REQUEST SUMMARY 
  
The following is scheduled for Development Commission discussion at 6:30 p.m. on August 8, 
2013 in Room 214 of the Municipal Building, 2121 Lake Street: 

As a part of the finalization of recommended changes to the Zoning, Sign, and Subdivision 
Ordinances, and incorporation of such regulations into a Unified Development Ordinance, 
various updates are recommended to the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance: 

• Sign Regulations  
• Design Guidelines 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
As a part of the first draft of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) created in 2010/2011, 
various updates were made to the Sign Guidelines, currently located in the Chapter 6 - 
Advertising of the Municipal Code (separate from Zoning Ordinance).  Additionally, a new 
section addressing Design Guidelines was drafted for the Code.  Both sections are to be 
incorporated into the new UDO as Articles 6 and 3, respectively.  Overall, these sections work to 
provide guidelines for promoting good and reasonable signage, as well as quality new design and 
redesign, which will help to improve the condition, functionality, aesthetic character, and value 
of properties in the Village. 
 
As directed by the Development Commission at their meeting of April 10, 2013, and as 
recommended by Staff, several additional updates to these sections are recommended at this time 
for the second draft of the UDO.  Such updates will help to better meet the needs of businesses, 
as found through feedback over the past several years, and help to implement the overall goal of 
improving the quality and appearance of the Village, as well as the specific goals of the Village 
Center and TOD Plan and the Irving Park Corridor Study.    
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DISCUSSION 
 
Sign Regulations 
 
Sign Regulations guide the construction and display of temporary and permanent signs, as well 
as the maintenance and replacement of signs.  Sign permits are required for the majority of 
temporary and permanent signs and are administered by the Inspectional Services Division of the 
Fire Department, with review by the Community Development Department’s Zoning 
Administrator, Inspectional Services Department, and Engineering and Public Works 
Department, as required. 
 
The first change in the sign regulations from the existing Zoning Ordinance is the movement of 
the section from a separate chapter in the Municipal Code (Chapter 6 – Advertising) into the 
consolidated Unified Development Ordinance (Article 6).  Otherwise, the overall format of the 
Sign Regulations in the draft UDO remains the same as in the existing Municipal Code.  A 
majority of the changes from the existing code were recommended in 2011 and incorporated into 
the first draft of the code.  Additional changes recommended at this time, generally, are related to 
consolidating lists and requirements, clarifying when and where the regulations apply, and 
updating processes based upon departmental reorganization.   
 
Major changes approved by the Development Commission and incorporated into the first draft of 
the UDO in 2011 are generally related to clarifying processes, requirements, and considerations.  
Several provisions are also added to encourage the construction of new, conforming signs, and 
unified of design of signage within developments.  They include: 
 
-  Definitions of different sign types and terms are moved to the overall UDO definitions 

section so that they are all located in the same place.   
-  Specific submittal requirements for different sign types are consolidated, with basic submittal 

requirements and additional requirements by type (similar to the Site Plan Review and 
Landscape sections) 

-  Procedure for Annual Sign Inspections is added in order to codify a practice that ensures that 
signs are reviewed and required to be maintained as a part of the annual business inspection 
process. 

-  Way in which sign area is computed is more clearly outlined, moved from the definitions 
section to the main ordinance, and supported by diagrams.   

-  Provisions for sign area and height bonuses are added in an effort to encourage the 
conversion of nonconforming signs, the setback of signs from property lines, and location of 
buildings closer to the street.   

-  Regulations for planned unit development sign districts are added to accommodate the 
unique situations associated with PUDs and encourage unified designs. 

-  Specific requirements for landscaping around freestanding signs are removed and the new 
landscape regulations are referenced. 

 
Additional changes recommended at this time for the second draft of the UDO include additional 
clarifications and consolidations, particularly related to the reorganization of Village 
departments.  They also propose several changes with an effort to provide businesses the 
opportunity to promote themselves without having a negative effect on the appearance of the 
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Village.  These include an extension of time periods for temporary signs and standardization of 
their requirements across different property types, based upon business requests over the past 
several years.  They also include the addition of provisions for modern automatic changeable 
copy (electronic) signs and large business signs.  In an effort to meet the Village goals of 
improving overall property quality and aesthetics along major corridors, requirements related to 
the upgrading of nonconforming signs are also clarified.  They include: 
 
-  Temporary Signs: 

-  Extension of time period for commercial temporary signs.  Currently, businesses not 
within shopping centers may have three temporary signs for 15 days each a year (45 days 
total), and businesses within a shopping center may have two temporary signs for 7 days 
each a year (14 days).  Based upon sign requests over the past several years, Staff 
recommends that two sign permits for 30 days each a year (60 days) be permitted for all 
businesses, whether they are in a shopping center or not.  

-  Additionally, the provision that shopping centers get six shopping center-wide events for 
seven days each a year (42 days) has been replaced with a more clear and consistent three 
shopping center-wide events for 15 days each (45 days). 

-  Provision for Coming Soon signs added.  Currently, businesses are permitted to have one 
Grand Opening sign for 30 days around the opening of their business.  An additional 30 
days for a ‘Coming Soon’ sign is proposed prior to the opening of the business, for a total 
of 60 days of signage associated with a new business. 

-  Regulations for temporary signs for seasonal commercial establishments have been 
moved to the temporary sign section for consistency. 

-  Requirement that light pole banners receive a sign permit based upon safety and aesthetic 
considerations. 

- Maintenance of the current cost of the temporary sign permit bond at $100, rather than an 
increase to $250, as was previously recommended.x 

-  Illuminated Sign regulations are removed, as they are found to be vague and difficult to 
interpret and contain material that is duplicated within the automatic changeable copy sign 
and sign maintenance sections. 

-  Automatic Changeable Copy Sign guidelines and regulations within each district are added 
based upon new regulations adopted by the Village in 2012. 

-  Regulations for Nonconforming Signs are clarified with the way in which nonconforming 
signs may be maintained, and the situations in which they must be updated to meet code, 
specified.  In particular, the requirement that nonconforming signs be brought up to code 
when they are expanded, structurally altered, or undergo a major copy change, is clarified. 

-  Large business signage regulations are updated to reflect current practice.  Businesses over 
20,000 square feet are permitted to have more than one sign on their primary frontage (within 
overall sign area requirements) to allow them to indicate their products provided and 
discourage overly large main signage. 

- Requirements for shopping center signs have been consolidated, with basic requirements for 
all and specific requirements by shopping center type outlined. 

-   Permitted area for gas station canopy signage has been increased from 10 square feet to 15 
based upon industry feedback.  
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The second draft of the Sign Regulation section, which includes previously approved changes 
and currently recommended changes (underlined) is attached in Exhibit 2.   
 
Design Guidelines 
 
Design Guidelines are intended to establish a set of standards and guidelines for the appearance, 
design, and environmental quality of properties within the Village and to promote orderly 
development, quality design, sustainable materials and development, and improve the character 
and image of the Village.  Guidelines are provided for the design of traffic and circulation 
systems, off-street parking and access, commercial development, multiple family development, 
service and utility areas, and sustainability.  The Design Guidelines section includes both 
regulations that are required to be followed (indicated by ‘shall’) and guidelines that are 
recommended to be followed (indicated by ‘should’).  These are grouped together to provide a 
comprehensive guide for development.  Design Guidelines are applicable when a property 
undergoes site plan review.   
 
The Design Guidelines section was newly drafted as a part of the first draft of the UDO.  
Changes recommended at this time for the second draft are generally minimal and recommended 
to assist with practical implementation.  This second draft of the UDO makes minor changes to 
the Design Guidelines, including clarifying and consolidating various sections based upon 
current Village organization and guidelines, and referencing other applicable Village ordinances.  
Several specific changes include the elimination of guidelines for moped and motorcycle 
parking, which is not currently required and is not found to be necessary at this time.  Another 
change includes the recommendation that IDOT Complete Streets guidelines for bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodation be referenced in the preparation of site plans.  This will help to 
promote best practices, particularly in the transit-oriented Village Center area. 
 
The second draft of the Design Guidelines Section, which includes previously approved changes 
and currently recommended changes (underlined) is attached in Exhibit 3.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff requests that the Development Commission review the proposed updates to the Sign 
Regulations and Design Guidelines sections of the draft Unified Development Ordinance and 
provide direction for their incorporation into the 2013 second draft of the Unified Development 
Ordinance. 
 
ATTACHMENTS    
 
Exhibit 1 – UDO Revision Summary Table 
Exhibit 2 – Draft Sign Regulation Section – Article 6 in UDO  
   (Chapter 6, Article I in current Municipal Code) 
Exhibit 3 – Design Guidelines Section – Article 3, Division 4 in UDO  
   (Not in current Zoning) 
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Village of Hanover Park
July 29th, 2013 | Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Update

1

Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 2 - 

Development Review 
Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

- Moved Section 1.3 (Definitions) to Article 9 of the Unified Development Ordinance

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec.  1.3c - 
Modification 
from Zoning 

and Subdivision 
Ordinance)

Regarding the PUD process, any use and density modification that is not consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan now requires a separate variance from the Development 
Commission and not the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec.  1.3c(7) - 
Modification 
from Zoning 

and Subdivision 
Ordinance)

New clause inserted regarding PUD Height:  
Height.  PUDs may vary from the maximum height requirements of the underlying 
zoning district by twenty-five percent (25%), when consistent with the Village 
Comprehensive Plan.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1- Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.4a(2) - Design 
Standards

The gross area for a mixed use PUD shall not be less than five contiguous acres, down 
from ten in the previous ordinance.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.5a(1) - Usable 
Common  Open Space

Areas of a parcel that are to be included as usable common open space must be 
clearly described on the preliminary PUD development plan.  All improvements to be 
made in the common open space by the developer must be shown on the preliminary 
PUD development plan map.   These improvements now include dog parks as well as 
other formerly listed improvements.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1- Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.5a(1) - Usable 
Common  Open Space

New clause inserted regarding the Minimum Open Space Area regarding residential 
cluster subdivisions: 
(1) Each planned residential cluster subdivision shall have a minimum amount of 
usable common open space as specified by the table below:
Density  Usable Common Open Space
(d.u./net acre)  (percent of net site area)
4 or less   25%
4.1 and above   30%

Village of Hanover Park’s 2013 Unified Development Ordinance Update
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Village of Hanover Park
July 29th, 2013 | Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Update
Village of Hanover Park 1

Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 2 - 

Development Review 
Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

- Moved Section 1.3 (Definitions) to Article 9 of the Unified Development Ordinance

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec.  1.3c - 
Modification 
from Zoning 

and Subdivision 
Ordinance)

Regarding the PUD process, any use and density modification that is not consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan now requires a separate variance from the Development 
Commission and not the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec.  1.3c(7) - 
Modification 
from Zoning 

and Subdivision 
Ordinance)

New clause inserted regarding PUD Height:  
Height.  PUDs may vary from the maximum height requirements of the underlying 
zoning district by twenty-five percent (25%), when consistent with the Village 
Comprehensive Plan.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1- Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.4a(2) - Design 
Standards

The gross area for a mixed use PUD shall not be less than five contiguous acres, down 
from ten in the previous ordinance.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.5a(1) - Usable 
Common  Open Space

Areas of a parcel that are to be included as usable common open space must be 
clearly described on the preliminary PUD development plan.  All improvements to be 
made in the common open space by the developer must be shown on the preliminary 
PUD development plan map.   These improvements now include dog parks as well as 
other formerly listed improvements.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1- Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.5a(1) - Usable 
Common  Open Space

New clause inserted regarding the Minimum Open Space Area regarding residential 
cluster subdivisions: 
(1) Each planned residential cluster subdivision shall have a minimum amount of 
usable common open space as specified by the table below:
Density  Usable Common Open Space
(d.u./net acre)  (percent of net site area)
4 or less   25%
4.1 and above   30%

Village of Hanover Park’s 2013 Unified Development Ordinance Update
Agenda Item 4a Exhibit 1
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Village of Hanover Park
July 29th, 2013 | Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Update

2

Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 2 - 

Development Review 
Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.5b(5) - Usable 
Common  Open Space

Defined ineligible areas and access for usable common open space: 
(5) Ineligible Area.  Such usable common open space shall not include:
(a) Areas reserved for the exclusive use or benefit of an individual tenant or 
owner,
(b) Dedicated streets, alleys, and other public rights-of-way,
(c) Vehicular drives, parking, loading and storage areas, and 
(d) Irregular or unusable narrow strips of land less than fifty (50) feet wide, unless 
containing a trail.
Access.  Primary (abutting) access from common open space to each building site 
need not be provided.  However, convenient access shall be guaranteed to all 
residents within the development.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1- Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.11c - Planned 
Residential Cluster 

Subdivisions

Deleted minimum lot size requirements for single family detached dwellings:

Article 2  - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.11h - Planned 
Residential Cluster 

Subdivisions

Site Design Standards:  Removed ‘Minimum Common Open Space’ standards and 
redistributed the language within Article Two.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Sec. 1.11h(5) - Planned 
Residential Cluster 

Subdivisions

Building Setbacks from Arterial Roads:  In addition to being 100’ from major arterial 
roads, planned residential cluster subdivisions need to be set back 75’ from minor 
arterial roads.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1- Planned Unit 
Development

Section 1.13 (a)(3) 
- Green and Energy 

Efficient Design 
Elements

Providing table illustrating the percentage of density bonus rewarded for buildings 
using green and energy-efficient designs.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Section 1.13 (a)(3) 
- Green and Energy 

Efficient Design 
Elements

Language specifying that tennis courts receive a one percent bonus for each court, and 
not to exceed two percent.  Each recreational field receives a one percent bonus.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Section 1.14c 
- Planned Use 

Development - Mixed 
Use

The gross area for a mixed use PUD shall not be less than 5 contiguous acres, down 
for 10 contiguous acres.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 1 - Planned Unit 
Development

Section 1.15a(2)
(d)(1)(L) - Review 

Procedures

‘Preliminary Development Plan Submission Requirements’ now includes:  
3.  Total impervious surface coverage of all building and structures, driveways, roads, 
sidewalks, patios and other impervious surfaces (percent of total);
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 2 - 

Development Review 
Procedures

Division 3: Variations Section 3.6 Decisions Required condition affecting the duration of a variance has been moved to the end of 
‘Section 3.9: Conditions and Requirements’ of this Division.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 3: Variations Section 3.7 Authorized 
Variations

a. The need for a Site Plan Review with some flexibitlity has been added for all yard 
setback variations. 
b. Moved to the end of this list as it is a catch all.
c. The need for a Site Plan Review with some flexibitlity has been added for all off-
street parking or loading facility variations. 
d. The need for a Site Plan Review with some flexibitlity has been added for all floor 
area variations.
e. The need for a Site Plan Review with some flexibitlity has been added for a 
variance related to the reconstruction of a non-conforming building. 
g. The need for a Site Plan Review with some flexibitlity has been added for a 
variation for enclosing loading spaces. 
h. Landscape Variation: (2) Conditions- Clarifying the role of the Development 
Commission in this section. 

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 3: Variations Section 3.9 Conditions 
and Requirements

Two conditions have been moved to this section from 3.6 and 3.7.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 4 - Amendments Section 4.3 - Initiation Time frames have been specified  in order to ensure fair due process.  These requirements 
outlined are the same as for special uses and variations.  
Ex:  Upon receipt of a complete application, including all required supporting 
documentation, the Zoning Administrator shall schedule the petition for a public 
hearing within 45 days  of receipt of the completed application.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 4 - Amendments Section 4.2 - Authority Creating consistent language for special use and variation procedures.  Clarifying the 
role of the Development Commission and Village Board in the zoning amendment 
process.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 4 - Amendments Section 4.5a - 
Decisions

To avoid unfair delays extensions should be limited, both parties should agree on 
public hearing extensions beyond the initial 60 days.
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
 Article 2 - 

Development Review 
Procedures

Division 5 - Site Plan 
Review

Section 5.2 - Authority In 2011, a new section was added to clarify how Site Plan Review relates to overall 
development and building permit review process.
Now, a list of when Site Plan Review is required has been added to specify when Site 
Plan Review is required to assist in enforcement and implementation of Village goals.
Also, the Zoning Administrator has been provided the authority to approve minor 
variances from landscape requirements without Development Commission review 
when changes are appropriate and meet overall goals of landscape requriements 
As for exceptions, only permitted temporary uses for less than six months will not 
require a Site Plan Review.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 5 - Site Plan 
Review

Section 5.3 - Scope of 
Site Plan Review

In 2011, details for what is required for a traffic study were added.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 5 - Site Plan 
Review

Section 5.4 - Site Plan 
Review Procedure

In 2011, details for the process by which Site Plan Review is to be performed based 
upon what is already being done were added.  Noted that appeals of Site Plan Review 
approval are to be heard by Development Commission, rather than Board, as is 
standard for other appeals.

Article 2 - 
Development Review 

Procedures

Division 5 - Site Plan 
Review

Section 5.5 - Required 
Information on Site 

Plans

In 2011, a new section specifying what is required for site plan submittal was added.  
Provides guidance to applicants and Staff and is in line with industry standards.
Now, the Zoning Administrator has been given authority to alter submittal 
requirements as needed and appropriate.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

- Temporary Uses and Structures removed from Sections 1.2/1.3 and inserted into its 
own Section 1.4 - Temporary Uses and Structures.
Inserted Section 1.5 - Driveways.  Graphics also applied.
Inserted Section 1.7 - Lighting.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.1 - 
Environmental 

Standards

Rewrote sections concerning noise and vibration standards.  Table titled, “Maximum 
Permitted Sound Pressure Levels in Decibels” expanded to include Max. decibel 
levels for BP, HC, L_I, L-O, B-1, B-2.  Also includes Max. decibel levels for parcels 
located in a residential district, and those located next to a residential district.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section  1.1b - Smoke 
and Particulate Matter

Removed most of the Village’s regulations in this section and references that citizens 
adhere to the rules and regulations of the Illinois Air Pollution Control Board.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.2 - Accessory 
Uses

Modifying/inserting language clarifying Accessory Use Regulations. Also lists the 
Allowable Accessory Uses allowed in Non-Residential districts.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.2 - Accessory 
Uses

Modification of the ‘Home Occupation Regulations.’
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 3 - General 

Development 
Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.3 - Accessory 
Structures

Clarifying the setback requirements, such as a sixty foot front setback.  Sheds can be 
located anywhere and not just in the rear yard.  Decks and patios are now allowed 
for lots 26 ft. or less in width for multi-family housing structures, although they cannot 
e located closer than five feet of the rear lot line.  Inserted graphics illustrating these 
setback and height regulations.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.4 - 
Temporary Uses and 

Structures

Inserted into the Unified Development Ordinance.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.6 - Fences 
and natural Screening

Elaborated fence regulations in terms of decorative fences, setback requirements, 
distance from ROW,  fence posts, dog runs requirements, landscape buffer 
requirements, non-conforming fences, swimming pool fences, and prohibited fences.  
Graphics inserted.  The section, ‘Variations to Fence Regulations’ has been deleted.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Development 
Standards of General 

Applicability

Section 1.7 - Lighting Inserted into the Unified Development Ordinance.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 4 - Design 
Guidelines

- Inserted graphics throughout the division providing examples of specific design 
guidelines.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 4 - Design 
Guidelines

Section 4.2 b. Clarify that two-family shall be included in single-family regulations.

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 4 - Design 
Guidelines

Section 4.3 b. Added bicycle planning and access standards 

Article 3 - General 
Development 

Standards

Division 4 - Design 
Guidelines

Section 4.4 c. Removed standards for motorcycle and moped parking

Article 4 - Zoning 
Districts

Division 3 - Bulk Sections 3.1/3.2 Inserted graphics complementing the bulk tables for Residential Districts as well as 
Ontarioville, Business, and Industrial Districts.

Article 4 - Zoning 
Districts

Division 3 - Bulk Section 3.3 - Yards Inserted graphic illustrating the terminology of an individual and abutting yard.

Article 4 - Zoning 
Districts

Division 3 - Bulk Section 3.3 - Yards Inserted graphic illustrating the vision clearance needed for a corner lot.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.1 - Scope 
and Regulations

Restructured the off-street parking and loading provisions .
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.2 - Off-Street 
Parking

Inserted language regarding Employee Parking, the parking and storage of inoperable 
vehicles, and how permanent location parking is prohibited.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.2 - Off-Street 
Parking

Clarifying administrative language governing parking regulations from the Village’s 
board of trustees to the Village Board.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.2g(2) - Off-
Street Parking

Inserted language regarding the parking of commercial vehicles in residential 
construction sites, as well as exemptions and the applications process in applying for a 
commercial vehicle license.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.3a - Size of 
Parking Stalls

Compact car space dimensions are the same as previous (8.5’ x 16’), but now 
language was inserted specifying that compact car spaces cannot exceed 15% of 
required parking spaces

Article Five - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.4 - 
Handicapped Parking

Language in handicapped parking section now specifically refers handicap numbers 
and dimensions standards to the Illinois Capitol Development Board, as set forth in 
“Illinois Accessibility Code”, dated April 24, 1997, as may be amended from time to 
time.  Specific standards were removed.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.5 - Access Driveway regulation requirements inserted, as pertaining to adjoining lot and property 
lines.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.6 - Schedule 
of Off-Street Parking 

Requirements

While the previous ordinance said that off-street parking spaces shall be required on 
an employee basis that is based on the max. number of employees on duty at the 
premise, an extensive table has been provided documenting the number of required 
parking uses for each land use and business type.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.7 - Off-Street 
Loading Requirements

Loading berths adjoining a zoning district are now permitted if they are in compliance 
with the landscape requirements.  Modified some of the language.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.7 - Off-Street 
Loading Requirements

Schedule of Off-Street Loading Requirements:  Replacing the general rule of one 
loading space per 50,000 sq. ft., an extensive table has been prepared documenting 
the number of required loading spaces that is dependent on the land use and gross 
floor area of the establishment.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.7 - Off-Street 
Loading Requirements

Inserting language for shared parking  and replacing language that prohibits it.  In 
addition, a table was inserted documented the shared parking calculations of each 
general land use, depending on the time of day.
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 1 - Off Street 
Parking and Loading

Section 1.7 c- Off-
Street Loading 
Requirements

‘Payment in Lieu of Providing Parking Spaces’ section inserted.  This Section is most 
typically applied in downtowns and would most likely apply to the Village Center 
area, but can be used along commercial corridors to encourage redevelopment and 
more efficient consolidate/shared parking, or address current parking problems.  
Encouraging the use of mode of transportation other than personal vehicles is 
promoted in the comprehensive plan and is important to achieve a sustainable, green 
community.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.2 Scope Changed to include all new construction and changes to existing uses, as opposed to 
all uses except for single family residential dwellings.
The regulation for general requirements for parkway trees, grading, erosion control 
and treatement of diseased trees has been added to this section.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.4 Landscape 
Plan Requirements

Flexibility has been provided to the Zoning Administrator for information required to 
evaluate compliance.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.5 Planting 
Design and 

Preservation Criteria

Prohibition of plantings within the public right-of-way or obstructing a clear view of 
driveways, sidewalks or pedestrian walks have been added. In additon, it has been 
added that the Village will not be required to replace any plantings removed by them 
from the public right-of-way.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.6 
Minimum Landscape 

Requirements for 
Residential Lots

Specific minimum requirements for residential lots have been added. 

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.7 
Minimum Landscape 

Requirements for 
Off-street Parking Lots

a. The 75% opacity requirement for perimeter screening has been removed due to 
its vagueness. Also, flexibility for alternative screening measures is to be given by the 
Zoning Administrator as opposed to a petition to the Development Commission. 
b. Requirements for planting islands have been further defined to reduce the 
percentage of impervious materials.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.8 
Requirements for 

Foundation Plantings

Text for density of foundation landscaping has been simplified.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.9 Screening 
Requirements Between 

Zoning Districts

Illustrations for buffers between different zoning districts have been added. The 
requirements for screening have also been further defined.

Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.10 
Miscellaneous 

Landscape 
Requirements

The screening of heating, ventilation and air conditioning units has been added to this 
section.
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 5 - Site 
Development 

Standards

Division 2 - Landscaping, 
Buffering  and Screening

Section 2.11 Tree 
Preservation

The Scope has been added to this section to apply to new and existing non-residential 
and multi-family construction and new single-family construction and additions.
d. The condition that tree removal shall only be donw by a registered tree removal or 
forestry contractor has been added.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

- Inserted Section 1.4 - Illuminated Signs.
Inserted Section 1.6 - Computation of Sign Area.
Inserted Section 1.7 - Sign Area Bonuses
Inserted Section 1.8 - Planned Unit Development Sign Districts

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.2 b. (2) - 
Prohibited Signs

Added no-parking/towning signs as an exempt sign

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.2 - 
Prohibited Signs

Inserted a graphic example of an inappropriate sign. 

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.2 b. (2) - 
Prohibited Signs

Added no-parking/towning signs as an exempt sign

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.3 a. (4) - 
Temporary Signs

Increase size of civic event signs from 6 to 40 ft. (reflects current standards)

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.3 a. (6) - 
Temporary Signs

Added 30 day limit to display of windown signs.  Windows signs that exceed 30 days 
must secure a permit.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.3 a. (11) - 
Temporary Signs

Established 40 sq. ft. limit for Going out of Business and Grand Opening Signs

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.3 b. - 
Temporary Signs

Reduced number of permits allowed from 3 to 2 per year.  Clarify each permit 
valid for 30 days; reduced the cash bond to $100 from $250.  Added standards for 
temporary wall signs.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.5 - Permit 
Requirements

No person shall erect, convert, alter, rebuild, enlarge, remodel, relocate or expand 
any sign not exempted in Section 1.3 a.6-5 above without first having obtained a 
permit.   Insert language that specifically lays out the requirements of a completed 
sign application.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.5b(2,3,4,5) 
Permit Requirements

Reducing the UDO language by only listing additional sign application requirements 
for Temporary, Freestanding, Wall/Awning, and signs located in the Historic or 
Limited Office District.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.5(5) - Permit 
Requirements

Changing the authority figure in charge of sign regulation from the community 
development department to the Zoning Administrator.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.5 - Permit 
Requirements

Graphic illustrating different types of sign and how they appear.
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 6 - Sign 

Regulations
Division 1 - General 

Regulations
Section 1.6 - 

Computation of Sign 
Area

Graphics inserted displaying: (1) the maximum sign height from the street right-of-
way, and (2) Measuring Sign Height and Area.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.12a - 
Nonconforming Signs

Reworked the language to reflect a sign’s nonconforming status if damaged, altered, or 
relocated.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.12 b. (2) - 
Nonconforming Signs

Added a requirement that if the copy of a sign changes more than 50% of the area of 
the sign, then the entire sign must comply with new standards

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 1 - General 
Regulations

Section 1.13c - 
Variations

In an effort to reduce language, the complete sign variation application requirements 
have been deleted and the reader has been referred to Article 2, Division 3.  At the 
same time, additional requirements have been added in this section emphasizing the 
need for graphic effectiveness, a demonstrated intent to conform to sign regulations, 
and the irregular landscape of the site that could hinder a traditional sign.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 2 - Regulations by 
Land Use Type and Zoning 

District

Section 2.1a(1) In an effort to reduce language, the landscape requirements around the sign base have 
been deleted and the reader has been referred to Article 5, Division 2.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 2 - Regulations by 
Land Use Type and Zoning 

District

Setion 2.2 - Permitted 
Signs in Business 

Districts

A table was inserted that illustrates the Maximum Sign Area Per Lineal Foot of 
Building Frontage.  This table is based on how far the building is set back from the 
property line.

Section 2.2 a. (1) (j) - 
Freestanding Signs

Freestanding businesses not located in a shopping center over 20,000 sq. ft. are 
allowed more than 1 wall sign

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 2 - Regulations by 
Land Use Type and Zoning 

District

Section 2.2a(2) - 
Permitted Signs in 
Business Districts

Graphic examples of an awning sign, and freestanding sign.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 2 - Regulations by 
Land Use Type and Zoning 

District

Section 2.2b(8)(a) - 
Permitted Signs in 
Business Districts

Graphic depicting a permanent freestanding sign dimension for a shopping center-
type development.

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 2 - Regulations by 
Land Use Type and Zoning 

District

Section 2.2 e. (3) - 
Auto Service Stations

Increases size of signs over service bay doors to 6 sq. ft. in area

Article 6 - Sign 
Regulations

Division 2 - Regulations by 
Land Use Type and Zoning 

District

Section 2.2 e. (4) - 
Auto Service Stations

Increases size of signs on canopy over gas pumps to 15 sq. ft. in area

Article 7- Subdivision 
Regulations

Division 3 - Subdivision 
Design Standards

Section 3.3 - 
Easements

Graphic inserted illustrating easement dimensions on an individual yard.

Article 7 - Subdivision 
Regulations

Division 3 - Subdivision 
Design Standards

Section 3.3e(1) - 
Easements

Graphic inserted illustrating a clear sight distance easement for a road intersection.
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 7 - Subdivision 

Regulations
Division 3- Subdivision 

Design Standards
Section 3.4a(2)(a) - 

Blocks
Graphic inserted illustrating the maximum and minimum length of a residential block.

Article 7 - Subdivision 
Regulations

Division 3 - Subdivision 
Design Standards

Section 3.5a(1) - Lots Graphic inserted illustrating fundamental terminology of an individual lot.

Article 7 - Subdivision 
Regulations

Division 3 - Subdivision 
Design Standards

Section 3.5f(2)(a) - Lots Graphic inserted illustrating an example of an earth berm.

Article 7 - Subdivision 
Regulations

Division 3 - Subdivision 
Design Standards

Section 3.5g(1) - Lots Graphics inserted illustrating examples of both a reverse frontage lot and a double 
frontage lot.

Article 8 - Stormwater 
and Floodplain

Division 2 - Stormwater 
Management Construction 

and Design

Section 2.1i(3) - Design Graphic illustrated documenting an example of appropriately managing stormwater 
runoff into swales or ditches.

Article 8 - Stormwater 
and Floodplain

Division 2 - Stormwater 
Management Construction 

and Design

Section2.1L(1) - Design Graphic example of an appropriate retention-detention facility such as a bioswale.

Article 8 - Stormwater 
and Floodplain

Division 3 - Floodplain 
Regulations

Section 3.7e(16) - 
Occupation and Use of 
Identified Floodways

Graphic illustrating a channel buffer as a natural vegetation buffer strip within 25 ft. of 
the channel.

Article 9:  Rules of 
Construction and 

Definitions

- Section 9.1 - Rules of 
Construction

Text inserted describing the word terminology used and consequently how they 
should be interpreted.

Article 9:  Rules of 
Construction and 

Definitions

- Section 9.2 - 
Definitions

Conflict Clause has been removed to administrative section.

Article 9:  Rules of 
Construction and 

Definitions

Section 9.2 - 
Definitions

Graphic inserted illustrating certain definitions in this section.

Article 9:  Rules of 
Construction and 

Definitions

Section 9.2 - 
Definitions

Deleted:  Commercial Banks, Body shop, Private club or lodge, Day Care Center, 
Drive-in establishment, Sexual Oriented Business, Garage (commercial),  Nude Model 
Studio,  Roadway,  Adult (physical culture establishment), Employee of a sexually 
oriented business, 
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Article # Division # Section # Summary
Article 9:  Rules of 
Construction and 

Definitions

- Section 9.2 - 
Definitions

Inserted definitions:  Abandoned Sign, Accessory Building or Structure, Active Open 
Space, Adult Use,  Alley, Animal Grooming, Animal Hospital and Veterinary Office, 
Animated Signs, Antenna, Apartment, Applicant, Appropriate Use, Apron (driveway), 
Arterial Street, Awning Sign, Banner, Banner(light pole), Base Flood, Billboard, Block, 
Bodies of Water, Bond, borings (soil), Building, Building memorial sings or tablets, 
Building permit, Building setback line, Caliper, Car and light truck rental, Changeable 
copy sign (automatic & manual), Channel, Channel modification, Center, Church sign, 
Civic event sign, College or university, Vehicle, Compensatory storage, Conditional 
approval of a regulatory floodway map change, Conditional letter of map revision 
(CLOMR), Construction Sign, Control Structure, Corings (pavement), Corporate flag, 
Crosswalk, Cul-de-sac, Curb, Dam, Datum Plane, Development, Directional Sign, 
Drainage Swale,  Easement, Elevation, Elevation certificates, Elevations, Entrance 
Monument, Erect, Erosion, Exempt organizations, Facade Frieze panel, FEMA, Fill, 
Flashing sign, Flood, Flood frequency, Flood fringe, Flood insurance rate maps, Flood 
protection elevation, Floodplain,  Freeboard, Freestanding sign, Frontage(building), 
Frontage(street),  Garage, Government Sign, Grading, Gradient or percent of grade, 
Grand opening, Gross Acreage, Height, Help wanted sign, Historical signs, Home 
occupation signs, Hydrologic and hydraulic calculations, ODBR/OWR, Illuminated 
sign, Improvements, Inflatable Sign, Letter of map amendment, Letter of map 
revision,  Lot, Manufactured home, Manufactured home park or subdivision, Mansard 
roof, marquee, Marquee sign,  Menu board, mitigation, Mixed Use Development, 
Model sign, Model subdivision sign, Moving Sign, Model subdivision sign, Moving 
sign, NAVD, Natural, Net acreage, Official Map, Off-premises sign, Ordinary high-
water mark (OHWM), Organizational flags of emblems,  Owner, Painted wall sign, 
Parapet, Parcel,  Parkway, Pasive open space, Paving improvements, Pedestrian way,  
Pennants, Pedestrian information sign, Person, Planned residential cluster subdivision, 
Plan(sketch), Plaque sign, Political sign, Portable sign, Plat, Premises, Private Street, 
Protecting sign, Public building identification sign, Public flood control project,  
Publicly navigable water, Real estate sign, Recorder, Registered land surveyor, 
Registered professional engineer, Regulatory floodway,  Repair (remodeling or 
maintenance), Residue area, Re-subdivision, Riverine SFHA, Roadway or Road, Roof 
sign, Runoff, Searchlight, Seasonal commercial establishment, Sedimentation, 

Article 9:  Rules of 
Construction and 

Definitions

- Section 9.2 - 
Definitions

Shopping center outbuilding, sidewalk, sign, Site, Soil testing, Special flood hazard 
area, Special promotion sign, spotlight, Standard specifications, street, Street 
(collector, Street(half), Street(marginal access), Street width, Subdivision, Subdivision 
Identification sign, Substantial improvement, Temporary Sign,  Thoroughfare, Time-
temperature sign, Transition section, Under-canopy sign, Valance Sign, Vehicle 
sign, Village, Village board, Village engineer, Village manager, Wall sign, Water 
level(constant), Water level(occasional), Window area, Window sign,  Zoning lot, 
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Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance – Draft                                            
Article 6, Division 1: General Regulations                                                 
06/25/12 
 
 

1

ARTICLE 6:  SIGN REGULATIONS 
 
 
Division 1: General Regulations 
 
1.1 Purpose 
1.2 Prohibited Signs 
1.3 Temporary Signs  
 Illuminated Signs 
1.4 Permit Requirements 
1.5 Computation of Sign Area 
1.6 Sign Area Bonuses 
1.7 Planned Unit Development Sign Districts 
1.8 Administration and Enforcement 
1.9 General Maintenance and Construction 
1.10 Removal of Signs 
1.11 Nonconforming Signs 
1.12 Variations 
1.13 Penalty for Violations 
 
Division 2:  Regulations by Land Use Type and Zoning District 
 
2.1 Permitted Signs in Residential Districts 
2.2 Permitted Signs in Business Districts 
2.3 Permitted Signs in Industrial Districts 
2.4 Permitted Signs in Historic and Limited Office Districts 
 
 
Division 1:   General Regulations 

1.1 PURPOSE 

a. The purpose of this Article is to facilitate communication between people and 
their environment by authorizing the use of signs which are: 
(1) Compatible with their surroundings.  
(2) Appropriate to the type of activity to which they pertain. 
(3) Expressive of the identity of individual proprietors as well as of the community as a 

whole. 
(4) Legible in the circumstances in which they are seen. 
(5) Respectful of the reasonable rights of other property owners. 
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b. Preserve, protect and promote the public health, safety, and welfare. 
c. Promote local commercial and industrial activity by allowing the reasonable, orderly, and 

effective display of signs. 
d. Improve the appearance of the Village and streetscape by regulating the type, size, and 

location of signs. 
e. Ensure signs are designed as integral architectural elements of the building and site to which 

they principally relate. 
f. Preserve the value of private property by assuring the compatibility of signs with 

surrounding land uses. 
 
NOTE:  DEFINITIONS (moved to Article 9) 
 
 
1.2 PROHIBITED SIGNS 
 
a. Prohibited Types of Signs 
 

(1) Abandoned signs. 
(2) Banners, except as permitted in Section 1.3 a.(13). 
(3) Flashing signs. 
(4) Marquee signs. 
(5) Moving, rotating, or animated signs. 
(6) Off-premise signs. 
(7) Painted wall signs. 
(8) Portable signs, except as permitted in Section 1.3. 
(9) Projecting signs. 
(10) Roof signs. 
(11) Signs displaying obscene or other unlawful matter. 
(12) Signs imitating or resembling official traffic or governmental signs or signals. 
(13) Vehicle signs. 
(14) Inflatable signs. 
(15) Searchlights or portable spotlights. 
(16) Signs with more than two sign faces. 
(17) Pole mounted signs. 
(18) Box signs. 
(19) Pennants. 

 
b. Prohibited Placement of Signs 
 

(1) Signs affixed to or painted on parkway trees, utility poles, streetlights, or traffic signals. 

Picture of an inappropriate sign
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(2) Signs affixed to fences, except "No Trespassing", “No Parking/Towing” and "Beware of 
Dog" signs in accordance with all other applicable sections of this Article. 

(3) Signs affixed to the rear wall of a building, except as permitted in section 2.26-8(a)(1)e. 
(4) Signs on, or overhanging, public property or a public right-of-way, except projecting 

signs and under canopy signs in the Ontarioville Historic District and Village Center-
Planned Development District. 

(5) Signs not in compliance with Village adopted electrical regulations. within ten 
horizontal feet of a conductor or public utility guy wire. 

(6) Signs on railroad property. 
(7) Signs that interfere with clear vision at or near the intersection of two public streets or 

the intersection of any driveway and street in an area within the sight triangle, as 
defined in Article 9, Section 9.2,enclosed by a triangle, each leg of which is a distance of 
25 feet, measured along each right-of-way of the intersecting streets and from the 
point where said curblines or extensions thereto intersect unless the base of the sign 
face is ten feet or higher or the top of the sign is three feet or lower as measured from 
grade. 

(8) Signs on easements unless specifically designated for a sign. 
(9) Signs affixed to a building wall adjacent to a residential district. 
 

1.3 TEMPORARY SIGNS  
 
a. Temporary Signs Not Requiring Permits.  The following types of temporary signs do not 

require permits, but must conform to all other requirements of this Article. These signs are 
permitted in districts where specified.   

 
(1) Government signs.  Of any type, number area, height, location, or illumination as 

specified by law or statute.   
(2) Political signs.  Shall not exceed six square feet per side of each sign and 36 square 

feet per lot, posted on private property, provided that said signs are removed no more 
than seven days after the election or activity to which they pertain.   

(3) Real estate signs and construction signs.  Not exceeding one double-faced sign per 
street on which the property fronts. Such signs shall not be illuminated, must be 
removed seven days following the closing of the sale or lease or the completion of 
construction, and shall not exceed the following size restrictions:   

(a) For residential, historic, and limited office districts: Six square feet per side. 
(b) For commercial districts: 24 square feet per side. 
(c) For industrial districts: 48 square feet per side. 
(d) For vacant land, zoned R single-family residence district, greater than five acres in 

size: 48 square feet per side. 
(4) Civic event signs.  Shall not exceed 40six square feet in area per side and a maximum 

of one double-faced sign per street on which the property fronts. Civic event signs 
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shall be posted no earlier than 30 days prior to the event and shall be removed no 
more than seven days following the event.   

(5) Garage sale signs.  Not exceeding six square feet in area per side and four feet in 
height. One garage sale sign is permitted per frontage at the garage sale location. The 
sign must be displayed on private residential property and must identify the address 
and dates of the sale. Off-site signs shall only be permitted on private property with 
the consent of the owner of the property where the sign is placed. Signs may be 
displayed only one day prior to or during the sale.   

(6) Temporary window signs.  Not exceeding 50 percent of the window area.  Temporary 
window signs shall not be displayed for a consecutive period of more than 30 days.  
Window signs to be displayed for more than 30 days per year shall require a sign 
permit.    

(7) Open house signs.  Shall not exceed one double-faced sign and six square feet per 
side. The sign must be located on the property offering the open house. Additional 
double-faced signs, not exceeding six square feet per side, may be located on private 
property with the consent of the property owner at the nearest intersection to the 
property holding the open house. Said signs shall be posted only during the hours the 
house is open.   

(8) Corporate flags.  In districts where permitted and in accordance with the following 
requirements:   

(a) One corporate flag shall be permitted per business. 
(b) The flag shall be flown from a permanently mounted flagpole. The height of the 

flagpole shall not exceed 20 feet. 
(c) Governmental flags may be flown on the same pole as a corporate flag. 
(d) Faded or torn flags shall be removed, replaced, or repaired to original condition. 

(9) Light pole banners.  Only in shopping centers, and as permitted below:   
(a) Banners shall not exceed 96 inches in length and 33 inches in width. 
(b) A maximum of two banners are permitted per pole. 
(c) The banners shall not advertise any products, but may include the name and logo 

of the shopping center or businesses within the shopping center. 
(d) Faded or torn banners shall be removed, replaced, or repaired to original condition. 

(10)(9) Help wanted signs.  Located on private property, shall not exceed one double-
faced sign per street frontage, and not exceeding the following size restrictions:   

(a) Six square feet per side in residential historic and limited office districts. 
(b) Twenty-four square feet per side in business districts. 
(c) Forty-eight square feet per side in industrial streets [districts]. 

(11)(10) Going out of business signs.  Shall not exceed 40 square feet in size.  Shall nNot 
be displayed more than 90 days before the termination date of the business. The sign 
must be displayed on private property.   
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(12)(11) Model subdivision signs.  Shall not exceed 150 square feet in area and must be 
located on the development premises. The sign must be removed when the last lot is 
sold.   

(13)(12) Model signs.  Not exceeding one double-faced sign per model, six square feet 
per side, and must be removed when the last model is sold.   

 
b. Temporary Signs Requiring Permits 
 

(1) Special promotion signs for: 
 

(a) Businesses not located within a shopping center: 
1) Maximum of twothree permits shall be issued to businesses located on 

shopping center outlots and all other businesses not located within a shopping 
center each calendar year. 

2) Each permit shall be valid for not more than thirty (30)fifteen (15) consecutive 
days, and the three fifteentwo thirty-day periods may not be held 
consecutively. 

3) The applicant shall post a $100250.00 cash bond as part of the permit to 
ensure the removal of the signs when the permit expires. Failure to remove the 
signs shall result in the forfeiture of the bond and other enforcement action. 

4) Temporary signs are limited to a maximum of 40 square feet in area. 
 

(b) Businesses located within a shopping center shall comply with the standards in 
Section 1.3 b. (1) (a) above, and the following additional requirements:  
1) Each individual business in a shopping center shall be permitted two permits 

each calendar year. 
2) Each permit shall be valid for not more than thirty (30)seven consecutive days, 

and the two thirtyseven-day periods may be held consecutively. 
3)2) If more than three businesses display permitted special promotion signs 

concurrently, it shall be considered a shopping center-wide event. 
4)3) Each shopping center shall be permitted threesix shopping-center-wide events 

per calendar year, in addition to the individual business special promotion 
events. Each event shall not exceed more than fifteenseven consecutive days. 

5) Temporary signs are limited to a maximum of 40 square feet in area. 
6) The applicant shall post a $100250.00 cash bond as part of the permit to 

ensure the removal of the signs when the permit expires. Failure to remove the 
signs shall result in the forfeiture of the bond and other enforcement action. 

7)4) Written permission from the landlord or manager of the shopping center is 
required before a permit is issued. 
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(2) Grand opening and Coming Soon signs shall conform to the following regulations: 
(a) For the grand opening of a new business, onetwo special promotion sign permits 

may be issued. One permit may promote the upcoming opening of the business 
and another may promote its grand opening.  TheEach permit shall be valid for a 
maximum of 30 days and the two thirty-day periods may be held consecutively.  
The permitand must be issued within 120 days from the date of issuance of the 
business license.  

(b) The applicant shall post a $100250.00 cash bond as part of the permit to ensure the 
removal of the signs when the permit expires. Failure to remove the signs shall 
result in the forfeiture of the bond and other enforcement action. 

(c) Grand opening and coming soon signs are limited to a maximum of 40 square feet 
in area. 

 
 (3) Signs for Seasonal Commercial Establishments 

a) A temporary wall sign shall be permitted on one building frontage. 
b) The maximum sign area of the temporary wall sign shall not exceed the 

area allowed in Table 6.1.   
c) The maximum time period to display the temporary wall sign shall be 90 

days. 
d) The sign must be of professional quality in its appearance and 

construction.  Banners are not permitted. 
e) The owner of a sign and the owner of the premises on which the sign is 

located shall be jointly and severally liable to maintain such sign, in 
compliance with section 6-12(e) of this Article and this Chapter. The sign 
shall be maintained structurally sound and in good repair, and to prevent 
the deterioration in the physical appearance of such sign. 

f) The applicant shall post a $100.00 cash bond as a part of the permit to 
ensure the removal of the sign when the permit expires. Failure to remove 
the sign shall result in the forfeiture of the bond and other enforcement 
action. 

 4) Light pole banners.  Only in shopping centers, and as permitted below:   
(a) Banners shall not exceed 96 inches in length and 33 inches in width. 
(b) A maximum of two banners are permitted per pole. 
(c) Banner designs may change seasonally, or as associated with business events. 
(d) The maximum time period to display the banners shall be 90 days per design, or as 

otherwise approved as a part of the permit. 
(e) The banners shall not advertise any products, but may include the name and logo 

of the shopping center or businesses within the shopping center. 
(f) Faded or torn banners shall be removed, replaced, or repaired to original condition. 
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1.4 ILLUMINATED SIGNSILLUMINATED SIGNS 
  
 All illuminated signs shall be subject to the follAll illuminates signs shall be subject to 

theowing requirements: 
 

 Signs shall be shaded wherever necessary to avoid casting bright light upon property 
located in any residential zoning district.   

 
 Internally illuminated signs shall permit light to shine fully through only the lettering 

and graphic elements of the sign.  The background of such lettering and graphics shall 
be opaque or translucent and shall transmit light at a level substantially less than that 
transmitted through the lettering and graphics.  These limitations shall not apply to the 
portion of the sign for which automatic changeable copy is permitted, which shall be 
subject to Section XXX. except that illumination from the automatic changeable copy 
portion of the sign shall be reduced to one-half the normal illumination level after 
11:00 p.m. 

 

1.4 AUTOMATIC CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS 

 A sign, on which the copy changes automatically through illumination by electric lights, 
luminous tubes, or any other means of illumination or through mechanical or electrical means. 

 Such signs shall adhere to all of the following conditions and restrictions:  

(a) Location:  

 (1) Allowed in the commercial B-1 and B-2 zoning districts, on a zoning lot located on an 
arterial or major collector street as defined in section 38-102(d); 

 (2) Religious institution signs, government signs, and public building identification signs, 
as defined in this code, may be allowed in the residential R, R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 zoning 
districts, with special use approval on a zoning lot located on an arterial or major collector 
street as defined in section 38-102(d) and in a location that does not face the front of a 
residential unit;  

 (3) Shall be set back not less than ten feet from the street right-of-way, and shall not be 
located within 100 feet of another such sign.  

  

  

33



  
Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance – Draft                                            
Article 6, Division 1: General Regulations                                                 
06/25/12 
 
 

8

 (b) Design:  

 (1) Allowed only when all signs on the zoning lot are in total compliance with the current 
sign ordinance; 
 (2) The sign surface area shall be counted in the overall surface area of the free-
standing sign. 
 (3) The sign and shall not be permitted as a wall sign or as part of a wall sign or window 
sign;  
 (43) The sign area shall not exceed two-thirds of the maximum permitted sign area of the 
sign of which the changeable copy sign is a part.  

 (c) Display and brightness:  
 (1) Lumination level must not exceed 5,000 nits (candelas per square meter) during 
daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits (candelas per square meter) between 
dusk and dawn (sunset and sunrise) as measured from the sign's face at a maximum 
brightness;  
 (2) The sign shall be equipped with manual and automatic dimming devices and sun 
screens to adjust the brightness levels based upon ambient light conditions.  

 (d) Text:  
 (1) Sign copy changes shall occur no more often than every seven seconds; 

 (2) No scrolling, flashing, crawling, or other movements of text messages; 
 (3) Messages may dissolve or go blank and may either reappear in full display or 
solidify; 

 (4) Graphics shall be allowed as fixed displays but with no moving graphics; background 
colors or displays shall be allowed to change only when the message changes;  
 (5) No other special effects are allowed. 
 (e) Message: Copy shall not advertise products or services not available on the zoning lot on 
which the automatic signage is located.  

  
1.5 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS   
 
a. Permit Required.  No person shall erect, convert, alter, rebuild, enlarge, remodel, relocate or 

change the copy ofexpand any sign not exempted in Section 1.3 a. above without first 
having obtained a permit.   

 
(1) A permit shall not be required for routine maintenance as defined in Section 1.7 of this 

Article. 
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b. Permit Applications.  Application for permits shall be made in writing on forms provided by 
the Village.   

 
(1) Requirements for All Sign Types.  A completed 

application for a sign shall contain the following 
information:  

 
(a) Name, address and phone number of 

property owner, applicant and sign 
contractor. 

(b) Written approval from the property owner, 
property manager, or leasing agent. 

(c) Site plan showing the location on the 
building, structure or lot where sign is to be 
located. 

(d) Scale drawing of the proposed sign 
indicating the type of materials and colors 
to be used, dimensions, electrical 
components and disconnect in 
conformance with Village adopted electrical 
regulations. 

(e) Method of external illumination, if any. 
(f) Name, address, and phone number of licensed electrician performing work, with a 

copy of their current license. 
(e)(g) If not already on file, a master sign plan documenting all existing signs on the 

zoning lot, including their type and area, location, and the occupant of the site to 
which each sign pertains. 

(h) Permit fees, plan review fees, and/or refundable bonds as may be necessary, and as 
established by the Village Board from time to time. 

(f)(i) Design professional’s calculations and sealed drawings may be required for 
certain signs as determined by the Village Building Official. 

(g)(j) Other information as required by the Zoning Administrator to show full 
compliance with this Article. 

 
 

 
(2) Wall or Awning Sign.  An application for a wall or awning sign 

shall contain the following additional information: 
 

(a) Scale drawing of the proposed sign including construction 
details for attachment to the buildingindicating the type of 
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materials and colors to be used, dimensions, electrical components and disconnect 
and the method of attachment to the building.  

(b) A building elevation showing the business frontage, sign location, the dimensions 
of the store front and the dimensions and location of the awning, if applicable. 

 
(3) Freestanding Sign.  An application for a freestanding sign shall include the following 

additional information: 
 

(a) Plat of survey sealed by an Illinois licensedregistered land surveyor showing the 
location of the proposed sign. 

(b) Foundation detail and calculations sealed by an Illinois licensedregistered architect 
or structural engineer, as determined by the Village Building Official. 

 
(4) Temporary Sign.  An application for a temporary sign requiring a permit shall include 

the following additional information: 
 

(a) Proposed dates that signs will be in place. 
(b) Type and location of signs to be erected. 
(c) For illuminated signs, the method of providing power to the sign. 
 

(5) Historic or Limited Office District.  An application for a sign within the historic or limited 
office district shall include the following additional information: 

 
(a) Plat of survey sealed by an Illinois licensedregistered land surveyor indicating the 

location of the proposed sign. 
(b) Scale drawing of the proposed sign indicating the type of materials and colors to 

be used, dimensions, and foundation detail or method of attachment to the 
building. 

 
c. Permit Issuance.  Upon the filing of an application for a sign permit, the community 

development department it will be determined if the proposed sign is in conformance with 
all the requirements of this Article and all other applicable ordinances of the villageVillage. If 
the sign complies with all requirements of this article and all other applicable Ordinances of 
the Villageso, a permit shall be issued for the proposed sign. If the work authorized under a 
sign permit has not been completed with an approved final inspection within 12 months 
after the date of issuance, the permit shall become null and void.   

 
d. Revocation.  The Zoning Administrator Village may deny, revoke or suspend a permit issued 

under the provisions of this Article if the permit was issued on the basis of a misstatement of 
fact or fraud or when it appears that the sign being erected does not conform to the 
requirements of this Chapter. When a sign permit is revoked, the Zoning 

Example of  an Awning
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AdministratorVillage shall provide written notice of such to the applicant, along with a 
statement of reasons for the revocation.     

 
e. Annual Inspection Permit.  The Zoning Administrator shall direct Aan iInspection of signs 

shall be performed annually as part of the required annual business license inspection, and 
at such other times as the Zoning Administrator deemeds necessary, or for a sign requiring a 
permit, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the sign is secure, whether it is in need of 
removal or repair, and whether it is in compliance with the provisions of the Article. 

 
1.6 COMPUTATION OF SIGN AREA 
  
a. The following guidelines shall control the computation of sign area and sign height: 
  

(1) Computation of Area of Individual Signs.  The area of a sign face shall be the total 
exposed surface within a continuous perimeter composed of a single rectangle 
enclosing the extreme limits of characters, lettering, illustrations, ornamentations, or 
other figures, together with any material, or color used as an integral part of the 
background of the display, or to differentiate the sign from the background on which it 
is placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative fence or 
wall when such fence or wail otherwise meets zoning ordinance regulations and is 
clearly incidental to the display itself. (See Figure 6.1) 

 
(2) Computation of Area of Multifaced Signs. The sign area for a sign with more than one 

face shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces visible from any 
one point. When two identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces 
cannot be viewed from any point at the same time, and when such sign faces are part 
of the same sign structure and are not more than 42 inches apart, the sign area shall be 
computed by the measurement of one of the faces. 

 
(3) Computation of Height.  The height of a sign shall 

be the measurement from the top of the highest 
element of the sign to: (See Figure 6.1) 
(a) the average level of the finished ground surface, 

exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding or 
excavating solely for the purpose of locating the 
sign, around any sign located more than 
twenty-five (25) feet from a street right-of-way;  

(b) the established street elevation when the sign is 
located within twenty-five (25) feet from one (1) street right-of-way; or 

(c) the average of all street elevations when the sign is located within twenty-five (25) 
feet from more than one (1) street right-of-way. 
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1.8 SIGN AREA BONUSES 
  
a. The installation of safe, effective and attractive signs is encouraged through the following 

sign area bonus system: 
 

(1) Nonconforming Signs.  The replacement of non-conforming signs is encouraged 
through a bonus of 10% applied to the allowable area for individual signs and 10% 
applied to the aggregate sign area, if permits for the. replacement of all legal non-
conforming signs on a premise are requested and approved prior to  XXXX (one year 
after adoption)January 1, 2012. 

 
(2) Freestanding Sign Setbacks.  For every freestanding sign a one (1) foot height increase 

is allowed for every ten (10) feet of additional setback, beyond that required by this 
Article, up to a maximum height of 15 feet. 

 
(3) Location of Principal Buildings.  For principal buildings located within twenty (20) feet 

of a public right-of-way, the permitted area of a wall sign may be increased by 10% of 
the allowable wall sign area. 

 
1.9  PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT SIGN DISTRICTS 
  
a. Together with the application for a Planned Development under Article 2, Division 1 of this 

Chapter, the Development Commission shall also consider the designation of the property 
covered by the Planned Unit Development as a special sign district. This special sign district 
shall be approved by ordinance of the Village Board as a "Planned Development Sign 
District." 

 
(1) Initiating a District.  Only the person listed as the applicant for the Planned Unit 

Development may initiate the consideration of a special sign district by presenting a 
request to the Development Commission as part of the application for the planned unit 
development. 

 
(2) Comprehensive Sign Plan.  No sign for which a permit is required may be erected in a 

Planned Unit Development Sign District unless it is in conformance with the approved 
comprehensive sign plan for that District. 

 
 

(a) Initial Sign Plan.  Prior to the creation of a Planned Unit Development Sign District 
the Development Commission shall examine all proposed signs and recommend to 
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the Village Board a comprehensive sign plan for the District, including special sign 
regulations where appropriate.  The regulations in this Article shall serve as a guide 
in evaluating signs, but the Planned Development Sign District regulations 
contained in the comprehensive sign plan may supersede regulations found in this 
Article. 

(b) Amendments.  The comprehensive sign plan for a Planned Unit Development Sign 
District may be amended by following the same procedure that is used to establish 
the initial planned unit development. 

 
 
 1.10 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
a. The Community Development Department shall be responsible for the administration and 

enforcement of this Article and shall: 
 

(1) Receive and Rreview applications for sign permits. 
(2) Provide review comments to the Fire Department, Inspectional Services Division, which 

shall iIssue sign permits for signs conforming to the provisions of this Article and all 
other applicable codes. 

(3) Forward to the appropriate reviewing bodies all applications for variations from the 
provisions of this Article. 

(4) Examine premises for which permits have been issued and make necessary inspections 
to determine compliance. 

(5)(4) When the interest of the Village so requires, make investigations and render written 
reports. 

(6)(5) Recommend rules and implement procedures consistent with this Article. 
 

b. Cross references:  Administration, Chapter. 2.    
 

1.61.11  GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION   
  
a.  Wind pressure.  All signs erected within the Village shall be constructed to withstand wind 

pressure as required by the adoptedVillage Building Code.   
 
b. Construction.  All signs erected in the Village shall be constructed of nonincombustible 

materials except in the following instances and only in compliance with the following 
regulations:   

 
(1) Temporary signs may be constructed of combustible materials but must be in 

compliance with all other applicable Village regulations. Freestanding signs constructed 
of wood with an MDO covering, or any other combustible materials shall be permitted 
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not exceeding five feet in height or any area of 50 square feet per side, except that 
wood or combustible materials may be used as bands, letters, moldings, or decorations. 

(2) Wall signs constructed of combustible materials shall be permitted not exceeding nine 
square feet in total area. 

(3) Government signs constructed of combustible materials shall be permitted.  
 

c. Illumination  
 

(1) All electrical signs to be installed in the Village shall be installed and maintained in 
accordance with the electrical code adopted by the Village. No permit for an 
illuminated sign shall be issued unless the plans are in compliance with all electrical 
requirements. 

(2) All signs in which electrical wiring and connections are used shall have affixed thereon a 
plate showing the voltage of the electrical apparatus used in connection with the sign. 

(3) In no case shall the lighting intensity of any sign, whether resulting from internal or 
external illumination, exceed 75 foot-candles when measured with a standard light 
meter perpendicular to the face of the sign at a distance equal to the narrowest 
dimension of the sign.  

 
d. Laboratory Approval Required.  Every electric sign to be erected in the Village, fixed or 

portable, shall be constructed with components approved by Underwriters Laboratory or 
another approved testing agencylaboratory. The sign manufacturers must provide written 
documentation of such listing. All signs must be installed in conformance with that listing. 

 
e. Maintenance  
 

(1) All signs and their supports shall be maintained in a safe, secure, presentable, and 
structurally sound condition at all times, and in no case shall any sign be permitted to 
present a threat to the public safety or welfare. Signs shall be maintained in compliance 
with all applicable codes and ordinances of the Village and in accordance with the 
following regulations: 

 
(a) Signs and their related support structures shall be kept clean and property 

[properly] treated so as to prevent rust, peeling, flaking, or fading. 
(b) Signs shall be maintained free of any broken panels, lights, tubes, missing letters, 

flaking or peeling paint. 
(c) The area surrounding all signs shall be maintained free of debris and any 

surrounding grassed or landscaped area shall be kept trimmed and in a healthy 
condition. 
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(2) The owner of any sign which is found by the Zoning Administrator Village to be 
maintained in violation of the provisions of this Article shall be given written notice of 
such violations. The sign owner shall repair, or take action to initiate repair of the 
damage, as directed bywithin 15 days of receipt of written notice. 

 
(a) If the sign owner fails to take action to repair of the sign as directed bywithin 15 

days of written notice, the sign may be removed by the Villagecommunity 
development department at the expense of the sign owner. Any sign posing an 
immediate risk to the public may be removed or repaired by the Village without 
notice at the expense of the sign owner. 

 
(3) A permit is not required to clean or maintain signs as long as the work does not involve 

electrical alterations, change of size or locationenlargement of the sign, replacing 
panels or replacing permanently affixed letters or logos.  

 
1.71.12 REMOVAL OF SIGNS  
  
a. Illegal Sign  
  

(1) Any permanent sign found to be displayed in violation of this Article is hereby classified 
as an illegal sign. Whenever an illegal sign is found to exist, the directorZoning 
Administrator Village shall provide notice to the owner or designeenotify the person 
displaying such sign by personal service or mail. Such person shall either remove the 
sign or initiate action necessary to cause the sign to comply with this Article within ten 
days of noticethe time frame specified in the notice. 

 
(2) Any temporary sign illegally displayed, or any sign illegally placed in the public right-

of-way shall be immediately removed or caused to comply with all the provisions of 
this Article upon notice by personal notice or mail. 

 
b. Signs for Businesses No Longer in Operation.  Any sign, now or hereafter existing, which 

advertises a business no longer in operation or services or products no longer offered on the 
premises, shall be removed by the owner within 60 days of the discontinuance of the 
business. If said owner fails to remove the sign within the time specified byin written notice, 
from the Villagecommunity development department, the Zoning Administrator Village is 
hereby authorized to cause the removal of such sign. Any expense or incident thereto shall 
be paid by the business owner.   

 
1.81.12  NONCONFORMING SIGNS 
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a.  Any sign lawfully existing or under construction at the time of the adoption of this Article 
which does not conform to one or more of the provisions of this Article, and any such signs 
which shall become nonconforming upon the adoption of any amendments thereto, may 
continue in operation and may be maintained indefinitely as a legal nonconforming sign 
subject to the following requirements: 

 
(1) Normal maintenance of legal nonconforming signs, including changing of copy or 

panels, necessary nonstructural repairs, and incidental alterations, including the 
addition of tenant panels, which do not extend or intensify the nonconforming features 
of the sign, shall be permitted.  The changing of individual tenant panels on a shopping 
center sign constitutes normal maintenance. ,The changing of panels on a single tenant 
sign or overall shopping center sign does not. 

 
(2) No structural alteration, enlargement, or extension shall be made to a legal 

nonconforming sign unless the alteration, enlargement, or extension will result in the 
elimination of the nonconforming features of the sign. 

 
b. Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status.  A sign loses its legal nonconforming status if one or 

more of the following occurs.  Upon the loss of such nonconforming status, such sign must 
be altered so as to come into compliance with the signage requirements of this Article, or 
must be replaced with a compliant sign.: 

 
(1) Sign Altered.  The sign is altered in any way, except for normal maintenance or repair, 

which makes the sign less in compliance with the requirements of this Article than it 
was before the alteration. 
 

(1)(2) Major Copy Change.  The majority of copy on a sign is changed, to include the 
copy of a single tenant wall or freestanding sign, the shopping center master copy 
(center name), or a majority of tenant panels (more than 50% of sign area). 

 
(2)(3) Sign Relocated.  The sign is relocated either on the premises or to another 

location. 
(a) A legal nonconforming sign may be relocated in compliance with this Article when 

relocation of that legal nonconforming sign is required by the use of the power of 
eminent domain by an authorized public entity which acquires the property on 
which the sign was located. 

 
(3)(4) Sign Unsafe.  The sign fails to conform to the requirements of this Article and the 

Municipal Code regarding maintenance, operation, and public safety standards. 
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(4)(5) Sign Damaged.   
 

(a) If a legal nonconforming sign is damaged or destroyed by any means to the extent 
of fifty (50%) percent of its replacement value at that time, the sign may not be 
rebuilt or used thereafter unless it is made to conform to all of the provisions of this 
Article. 

(b) In the event the damage or destruction of the nonconforming sign is less than fifty 
(50%) percent of its replacement value at that time, the sign may be rebuilt to its 
original condition and may continue to be displayed. 

 
1.91.13  VARIATIONS 
  
a. Purpose.  The variation process is intended to provide limited relief in instances where the 

literal provisions of this Article create undue and unnecessary hardship in such a way as to 
prevent property owner from displaying a sign as intended by this Article. 

 
b. Application and Processing for Sign Variations.  Variation requests may be made only by the 

property owner on which the proposed sign is to be placed and shall be filed with the 
Zoning Administrator on the appropriate application form. A completed application shall 
include the following information: 

 
(1) The name, address and phone number of the property owner. 
(2) A written description and justification of the requested variation and Chapter section to 

be varied. 
(3) The location of the building, structure, or lot on which the proposed sign is to be 

placed. 
(4) An up-to-date plat of survey of the property, showing accurate placement of the 

proposed sign. 
(5) TenTwenty printed copies of a blueprint or ink drawing, and one electronic copy of the 

specifications of the proposed sign including the method of construction, type of sign, 
materials, color, size, type of illumination (if applicable), and attachment to the building 
or ground. 

(6) TenTwenty printed copies, and one electronic copy of landscape or elevation plans or 
such additional information as required by the Zoning Administrator to accurately 
describe the variation request. 

(7) A letter from the property owner indicating approval of the sign as submitted.  
 

c. Approval Process and Decisions.  All applications for a sign variation shall be reviewed in 
accordance with the procedures for all zoning variations as provided for in Article 2, Division 
3. 
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d. Standards For Review.  The Development Commission shall not recommend approval of any 

variance unless it conforms to the standards set forth in Article 2, Division 3, Section 3.8 of 
this Chapter, including the following additional standards: 

 
(1) Graphic Effectiveness Demonstrated.  The petitioner has demonstrated that all 

reasonable efforts (utilizing color, contrast, lettering legibility, illumination, and graphic 
composition) have been made to increase the reading effectiveness of the proposed 
sign within the normal requirements of this Article. 

 
(2) Consistent with Intent of Sign Regulations.  The proposed variation is consistent with 

the general intent, purpose, and objectives of this Article. 
 

(3) Special Site Conditions.  The petitioner has demonstrated that the natural or man-made 
characteristics of the site, including, but not limited to, the amount of landscaped area, 
type of landscape materials, berms, screening buffers,  sign setback requirements, 
building and parking areas, and other site improvements are able to mitigate the visual 
impact of the proposed variation. 

 
e. Authorized Sign Variations    
 

(1) Variations from the regulations of this Article may be considered by the Development 
Commission and approved by the Village Board only in the following instances, and no 
others: 

 
(a) To permit the erection of a sign for a legal nonconforming use in a residential zone 

which would not conform to the regulations of a residential district, but which 
would not exceed the regulations for a sign located in the most restrictive business 
district. 

(b) To permit the location of an off-premise sign within 500 feet of the premise, where 
it can be demonstrated that because of unique physical surroundings, shape, or 
topographical conditions of the specific business premises, a particular hardship 
would be brought on the owner, and no other reasonable alternatives exist which 
would conform to this Article. Such sign must comply with all other regulations of 
the zoning district in which it is located. 

(c) To permit a variation from the maximum number, location, and area of wall signs 
allowed for a business located in a shopping center where it can be demonstrated 
that due to a unique configuration of the  building or siteshopping center, the 
business does not have direct building display frontage to a street and therefore is 
unable to erect a wall sign adequate to meet the advertising needs of the business 
under the provisions of this Article. In no case shall the number of permitted wall 
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signs be increased greater than two, and the permissible sign area shall not be 
increased greater than 20 percent. 

(d) To permit an increase in the number of directional signs allowed on a business 
property where it can be demonstrated that due to a unique configuration of the 
parcel, additional traffic control signage is required to promote safe on-site 
circulation, or in the instance of a business which requires unusual on-site traffic 
circulation due to a multi-lane drive-through or other unique business use. The 
number of on-site directional signs shall not be increased more than 75 percent. 
The number of directional signs at each curb cut shall not exceed one. 

(e) To permit an increase in the maximum square footage of a church identification 
sign for churches with seating capacity exceeding 500. Larger churches uniquely 
draw attendees from greater distances and in larger numbers and therefore require 
a larger identification sign. In no case shall a church identification sign be exceed a 
maximum of 100 square feet per side, or be permitted to exceed ten feet in height. 
Any church requesting such a variance must provide proof of seating capacity. 

(f) To permit a freestanding sign to have more than two sides on unusually shaped lots 
where it can be demonstrated that a two-sided sign will not be clearly visible from 
all street directions. No sign shall be permitted to have more than three sides and 
the total square footage for the freestanding sign in the district where the sign is 
located shall not be exceeded. 

(g) To permit the reconstruction of an existing, legal, nonconforming shopping center 
identification sign at the same gross sign area as the existing sign. The height of the 
sign and all other characteristics of the sign must be brought into compliance with 
this Article at the time of construction. A legal, nonconforming shopping center 
identification sign shall not be permitted to be reconstructed greater than 428 
square feet in gross surface area. If the shopping [center] is allowed a second 
freestanding identification sign under the provisions of this Article, the total square 
footage for both signs shall not exceed 428 square feet. 

(h) To permit a shopping center wall identification sign where a unique site 
configuration creates the need for additional shopping center identification in 
addition to or in lieu of, a freestanding sign the sign shall not exceed 75 percent of 
the total permitted area of the allowed freestanding sign, or of the larger 
freestanding sign where two freestanding signs are permitted for the shopping 
center, and shall conform to the shopping center sign plan. The wall sign shall 
include the name of the shopping center and may include tenant panels provided 
they do not exceed the maximum sign area for the sign. Each tenant panel shall be 
a minimum of 12 inches in height and shall only list the name of a shopping center 
tenant. The wall sign shall face the arterial street which the shopping center fronts 
and no variation shall be given allowing the wall sign to face a residential district. 

(i)  To permit the construction or modification of an existing legal non-conforming sign 
due only to height and area in order to include on the sign the advertising of an 
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adjacent business, on an adjacent property provided the business building is physically 
attached to the business building property upon which the sign is located in, provided 
the constructed or modified sign includes a masonry monument base, does not exceed 
25 feet in height nor exceed 214 square feet in area. 

(i) To permit a twenty percent (20%) variation in height of an existing non-conforming 
sign. 

 
e.f. Conditions and restrictions  
 

(1) The Development Commission may recommend to the Village Board that a variation be 
granted when it shall be determined from evidence presented at the public hearing 
that the variation will not merely serve as a convenience to the petitioner but is 
necessary to alleviate some demonstrable hardship or unusual practical difficulty and 
that the granting of the variation will not in any way be inconsistent with the intent, 
purpose, and objectives of this Article. 

 
(2) In any case where a variation has been granted, and where no work pertinent thereto 

has been initiated within one calendar year from the date of approval from the Village 
Board, then without further action by either the Development Commission or the 
Village Board, said variation shall become null and void. 

 
1.101.14 PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS  
 
a.  Any person who erects, alters, or moves any sign without obtaining the required permits 

from the Community Development Department, shall be subject to a penalty  as specified in 
the Municipal Codenot less than $125.00 nor more than $500.00. Each day a violation exists 
shall be considered a separate offense. 

 
Division 2:  Regulations by Land Use Type and Zoning District   
 
2.1 PERMITTED SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS  
 
a. Permitted Permanent Signs in Residential Districts.   
   

(1) Public building identification signs.  One double-sided freestanding sign not exceeding 
35 square feet per side and ten feet in height. Non-internally-illuminated wall signs not 
exceeding the area allowed in Table 6.1.  
(a) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 

application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

(b) Such freestanding sign may be a manual changeable copy sign. 
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(c) Such freestanding sign may be an automatic changeable copy sign, provided such 
sign meets the definition and requirements in section 6-3 and obtains a special use 
permit pursuant to the requirements and procedures set forth in Article 2, Division 
2of this Chapter. 

(d) The second wall sign shall be permitted 50 percent of the maximum sign area 
permitted for the first sign, plus the difference, if any, between the actual square 
footage of the first sign and the maximum square footage permitted by Table 6.1 
for the first sign.  
1. The maximum sign area for both signs shall not exceed 1 1/2 times the sign 

area permitted by Table 6.1 for the first sign. 
 

 
(1)(2) Subdivision identification signs.  One non-internally-illuminated freestanding sign shall 

be permitted for each subdivision. For multifamily developments containing 25 or more 
dwelling units, two non-internally illuminated freestanding signs shall be permitted, 
with no more than one at each entrance to the entire development or building complex 
from an adjacent public street. All such signs shall not exceed 50 square feet per side or 
seven feet in height per sign.  

 
(a) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 

application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

 
(2)(3) House numbers and nameplates.  Indicating only the name and address of the 

resident.   
 
(3)(4) Government signs.  Of any type, number, area, height, location or illumination as 

specified by law or statute.   
 

(4)(5) Pedestrian information signs.  Not exceeding ten feet in height or exceeding six square 
feet per side. No advertising is permitted on pedestrian information signs.   

 
(5)(6) Organizational flags or emblems.  These signs shall not exceed ten feet in height or six 

square feet per side.   
 

(6)(7) Building memorial signs or tablets.  Permitted when cut into masonry, bronze or 
another incombustible material, or when inlaid so as to be a part of the building.   

 
(7)(8) Historical signs.  Located on private property and not exceeding six square feet and 

placed flat against a building, stone, or other permanent surface.   
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(8)(9) "No Trespassing" or "Beware of Dog" signs.  Not exceeding six square feet per side. The 
signs shall not be greater than six feet in height, and may be attached to fences.   

 
(9)(10) "No Dumping" or “No Parking/Towing” signs.  Not exceeding six square feet per 

side and not greater than six feet in height.   
 

(10)(11) "No Solicitors Invited" signs.  Permitted not exceeding one square foot in area.   
 

(11)(12) Religious InstitutionChurch signs.  Each church or place of religious worship is 
permitted one identification sign not exceeding 35 square feet per side in area or ten 
feet in height.  

 
(a) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 

application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

(b) Such freestanding sign may be a manual changeable copy sign. 
(c) Such freestanding sign may be an automatic changeable copy sign, provided such 

sign meets the requirements in section 6-3 and obtains a special use permit 
pursuant to the requirements and procedures set forth in Article 2, Division 2 of this 
Chapter. 

 
2.2  PERMITTED SIGNS IN BUSINESS DISTRICTS 
 
a. Permitted Permanent Signs for Businesses not located in shopping centers 
 

(1) Wall signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) Wall signs are permitted not exceeding the total area allowed in Table 6.1 below. 
 
 

TABLE 6.1 

Building Setback from Property 
Line 
(feet)    

Maximum Sign Area Per Lineal Foot of Building 
Frontage   

0--100    1.00 sq. ft. to 1 ft.    

101--200    1.25 sq. ft. to 1 ft.    

201--300    1.50 sq. ft. to 1 ft.    

301--400    1.75 sq. ft. to 1 ft.    
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(b) No wall sign shall extend above or beyond the wall to which it is attached. 
(c) No wall sign shall project more than 12 inches beyond the plane of the wall to 

which it is attached, excluding permitted awning signs. 
(d) All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix the sign to the wall shall be 

concealed by the sign or integrated into the design of the sign. 
(e) Wall signs shall not be permitted on any building wall facing a residential district 

except that the name and address of the business may be painted on the rear door 
for emergency purposes, and may not exceed 150 square inches. 

(f) One wall sign shall be permitted on each building frontage. One additional wall 
sign shall be permitted on a wall not on a building frontage if the total sign area of 
all wall signs on the building does not exceed the total sign area permitted in 
subsection (a)(1) g. of this section. 

(g) Businesses permitted two wall signs by the provisions of this Article shall be 
permitted one wall sign at the maximum sign area permitted by Table 6.1. The 
second wall sign shall be permitted 50 percent of the maximum sign area permitted 
for the first sign, plus the difference, if any, between the actual square footage of 
the first sign and the maximum square footage permitted by Table 6.1 for the first 
sign.  
1. The maximum sign area for both signs shall not exceed 1 1/2 times the sign 

area permitted by Table 6.1 for the first sign. 
(h) In no instance shall wall signs be permitted on more than two building faces. 
(i) All roof signs are prohibited, except signs affixed to mansard roofs consisting of 

non-illuminated freestanding or cut-out letters, with no ground supports except the 
roof. 

(i)(j) Businesses with an area of over 10,000 square feet may have more than one wall 
sign on their primary frontage, such signs shall indicate the types of goods or 
services provided and should be oriented above major entrances.  The total area of 
all signage upon such frontage shall not exceed that permitted in Table 6.1 

 
(2) Freestanding signs shall comply with the 

following requirements: 
 

(a) Except as permitted below, no freestanding 
sign shall exceed eight feet in height. 

(b) Except as permitted below, no freestanding 
sign shall exceed 64 square feet in sign area 

401--500    2.00 sq. ft. to 1 ft.    

Over 500    2.25 sq. ft. to 1 ft.    
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per side and no more than two sides shall be permitted. 
(c) Businesses not within a shopping center with more than 500 feet of frontage on 

arterial streets shall be allowed one two-sided freestanding sign not exceeding 150 
square feet in sign area per side and 15 feet in height or the height of the building, 
whichever is lower. 

(d) Only one freestanding sign is permitted per zoning lot. 
(e) Only one freestanding sign is permitted per monument or similar group of 

supports, excluding temporary permitted signs. 
(f) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy sign or an automatic 

changeable copy sign provided the maximum sign area for the freestanding sign is 
not exceeded. 

(g) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 
application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

 
(3) Permanent window signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) No sign shall encroach upon the frame, mullions, or other supporting features of 
the glass. 

(b) The maximum sign area is 50 percent of the window area. 
(c) The sign shall not obstruct the view of the interior by police or fire personnel. 
 

(4) Awning signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) Awnings imprinted with lettering or logos or otherwise intended as a sign to attract 
attention to a business, service, or activity, shall be permitted subject to the wall 
sign requirements in section 1.6(a)(1) above, 
except as provided below. 
1) The sign area shall not exceed 25 percent 

of the height and width of the awning, or 
the permitted sign area allowed in Table 
6.1, whichever is less. 

2) No portion of an awning shall extend into 
or over a driveway or parking area. 

3) The sign shall not obstruct the view of the 
interior by police or fire personnel. 

4) Awning signs shall not be permitted on 
any building wall adjacent to a residential 
zoning district. 

5) Awning signs shall not extend above the 
wall to which it is attached. 
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6) All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix the awning sign to the 
wall shall be concealed by the awning sign or integrated into the design of the 
awning sign. 

7) A combination of both awnings and wall signs may be permitted on one 
building face but the total sign area shall not exceed that permitted in Table 
6.1. 

 
(5) Directional signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) The height of the sign shall not exceed five feet. 
(b) The maximum sign area is six square feet per side. 
(c) The maximum number of signs shall not exceed one per curb cut and four per site. 
 

(6) Menu boards shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) A maximum of two single-faced menu board is permitted per drive-through lane. 
(b) The maximum area shall not exceed 36 square feet. 
(c) The maximum height shall not exceed eight feet.  
 

(7) All signs permitted in residential districts shall be permitted in commercial districts.  
 

b. Permitted Permanent Signs for Businesses Located Within Shopping Centers 
 

(1) Sign plan required. To allow for a uniform appearance of signs within shopping centers, 
tenants and owners must comply with the shopping center's approved sign plan.  

 
(a) The shopping center sign plan shall be approved as part of the building permit for 

the shopping center, or if constructed, by the subsequent submittal and approval of 
a signage plan by the Zoning Administratorcommunity development department.  

(b) The sign plan must include provisions to ensure signs within the shopping center 
are compatible in type, size, shape, color, style, illumination, material, and relative 
position on the building face.  

(c) Amendments to the approved sign plan must be submitted in writing by the 
shopping center owner or management company for consideration by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

(d) The requirements in the approved sign plan are in addition to the requirements of 
this Article. In the event that there is a conflict between the requirements of the 
sign plan and this Article, the more restrictive requirements shall control. 
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(2) Wall signs shall comply with the approved shopping center sign plan shall comply with 
the standards for Wall Signs in Section 2.2 a. (1) of this Article, and the following 
additional requirements: 
(a) Wall signs shall not exceed the total area allowed in Table 6.1. 
(b) No wall sign shall extend above or beyond the wall to which it is attached. 
(c) No wall sign shall project more than 12 inches beyond the plane of the wall to 

which it is attached, excluding permitted awning signs. 
(d) All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix the sign to the wall shall be 

concealed by the sign or integrated into the design of the sign. 
(e) Wall signs shall not be permitted on any building wall adjacent to a residential 

district, except that the name and address of the business may be painted on the 
rear door for emergency purposes and may not exceed 150 square inches. 

(f)(b) End units on shopping center buildings with 50,000 square feet in size or greater 
shall be permitted a second wall sign on an additional building face, provided the 
sign area does not exceed 50 percent of the sign area permitted on the alternate 
building frontage. 

(g)(c) Shopping centers included in this subsection which have adjacent outlot 
buildings may, if the outlot property does not have a freestanding sign, and a 
covenant is recorded upon the outlot prohibiting freestanding signs, erect a wall 
sign on an additional building face. The required covenant shall provide that the 
covenant runs with the land and the covenant can not be extinguished or released 
without the written consent of the Village. Evidence that the covenant has been 
properly recorded shall be submitted to the Village -attorney before a sign permit 
is issued. The permitted sign area on the second building face shall be 50 percent 
of that permitted on the other building face. 

(h)(d) Wall signs on outlot buildings shall not be permitted on more than two building 
faces. 

(e) Businesses that are permitted two wall signs by the provisions of this  Article shall 
comply with the following standards: 
  
1)  The sign area of the first wall sign be permitted one wall sign at  shall not 

exceed the maximum sign area permitted by  Table  6.1.  
2) The area of second wall sign shall not exceed  be permitted fifty 50 percent 

(50%) of the maximum sign area permitted for the first sign, plus the 
difference, if any, between the actual square footage of the first sign and the 
maximum square footage permitted by Table 6.1 for the first sign.  

3) The maximum sign area for both signs shall not exceed 1 1/2 times the sign 
area permitted by Table 6.1 for the first sign. 
(i)  
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(j)(f) All roof signs are prohibited, except signs affixed to mansard roofs consisting of 
non-illuminated freestanding or cut-out letters, with no ground supports except the 
roof. 

 
(3) Permanent window signs shall comply with the approved shopping center sign plan 

shall comply with the standards for Window Signs in Section 2.2 a. (3) of this Article. 
and the following requirements: 

 
(a) No sign shall encroach upon the frame, mullions, or other supporting features of 

the glass. 
(b) The maximum sign area is 50 percent of the window area. 
(c) The sign shall not obstruct the view of the interior by police or fee [fire] personnel. 
 

(4) Awning signs shall comply with the standards for Awning Signs in Section 2.2 a. (4) of 
this Article. shall comply with the approved shopping center sign plan and the 
following requirements: 

 
(a) Awnings imprinted with lettering or logos or otherwise intended as a sign to attract 

attention to a business, service, or activity, shall be permitted subject to the wall 
sign requirements in section 1.6(b)(2) above except as provided below. 

(b) The sign area shall not exceed 25 percent of the height and width of the awning, or 
the permitted sign area allowed in Table 6.1, whichever is less. 

(c) No portion of the awning shall extend into a driveway or parking area. 
(d) The sign shall not obstruct the view of the interior by police or fire personnel. 
(e) Awning signs shall not be permitted on any building wall adjacent to a residential 

district. 
(f) Awning signs shall not extend above the wall to which it is attached. 
(g) All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix the awning sign to the wall 

shall be concealed by the awning sign or integrated into the design of the awning 
sign. 

(h) Both awnings and wall signs may be permitted on one building face but the total 
sign area shall not exceed that permitted in Table 6.1. 

 
(5) One (1) under-canopy sign shall be permitted per tenant space in a shopping center, 

subject to the following requirements: 
 

(a) Such sign shall not exceed two square feet in surface area per side; 
(b) A minimum clearance of eight feet from the sidewalk to the bottom of the sign 

shall be provided; 
(c) Such signs shall be perpendicular to the building; and 
(d) Such signs may be internally illuminated.  
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(d)(6)  

 
(6) Directional signs shall comply with the standards for Directional Signs in Section 2.2 a. (5) 
of this Article shall comply with the approved shopping center sign plan and the following 
requirements: 

  
(a) The height of the sign shall not exceed five feet. 
(b) The maximum sign area is six square feet per side. 

  
(7)  

(7) Menu boards shall comply with the standards for Menu Signs in Section 2.2 a. (6) of this 
Article. shall comply with the approved shopping center sign plan and the following 
requirements: 

  
(a) A maximum of two single-faced menu board is permitted per drive-through lane. 
(b) The maximum area shall not exceed 36 square feet. 
(c) The maximum height shall not exceed eight feet. 

 
(8) Permanent freestanding signs shall comply with the approved shopping center sign 

plan and the following requirements for: 
 

(a) Shopping centers with less than 300 feet of street frontage on arterial streets as 
defined in Chapter 90, Section 90-33 of the Municipal Code, the following 
standards shall apply.   

 
1) No freestanding sign shall exceed ten feet in height or the height of the 

building, whichever is lower. 
2) The maximum permitted sign area is 80 

square feet per side. 
3) No freestanding sign shall have more 

than two sides. 
4) Only one freestanding sign is permitted 

per shopping center. 
5) Only one freestanding sign is permitted, 

not including t Temporary signs shall be 
permitted signs as indicated in Section 
2.2 c. of this Article. 

6) Tenant panels may be incorporated into 
the freestanding sign, provided the 
maximum sign area is not exceeded. 
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Each tenant panel shall be a minimum of 12 inches in height and shall only list 
the name of the business or occupant of the shopping center. 

7) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy or an automatic 
changeable copy sign provided the maximum sign area for the freestanding 
sign is not exceeded. 

 
(b) Shopping centers with 300 to 500 feet of street frontage on arterial streets as 

defined in Chapter 90, Section 90-33 of the Municipal Code, shall comply with the 
standards for Shopping Center Signs in Section 2.2 a. (8) (a) of this Article. And the 
following additional standards shall apply.:  

 
1)  No freestanding sign shall exceed 12 feet in height or the height of the 

building, whichever is lower. 
2) The maximum permitted sign area is 100 square feet per side. 
3) No freestanding sign shall have more than two sides. 
4) Only one freestanding sign is permitted per shopping center. 
5) Only one freestanding sign is permitted, not including temporary permitted 

signs. 
6) Tenant panels may be incorporated into the freestanding sign, provided the 

maximum sign area is not exceeded. Each tenant panel shall be a minimum of 
12 inches in height and shall only list the name of the business or occupant of 
the shopping center. 

7)3) The freestanding sign may include an automatic changeable copy sign 
provided the area of the automatic changeable copy sign does not exceed 25 
percent of the maximum permitted sign area for the freestanding sign. 

8) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy sign provided 
the maximum sign area for the freestanding sign is not exceeded.  

 
(c) Shopping centers with more than 500 feet of street frontage on an arterial street 

as defined in Chapter 90, Section 90-33 of the Municipal Code., shall comply with 
the standards for Shopping Center Signs in Section 2.2 a. (8) (a) of this Article, the 
following additional standards:  
  

(c)  the following standards shall applysection 90-33: 
 

1) No freestanding sign shall exceed 15 feet in height. 
2) The maximum permitted sign area is 150 square feet per side. 
3) Only one freestanding sign is permitted per shopping center unless such 

shopping center fronts on two principal arterials; in which case, one 
freestanding sign may be allowed on each street frontage. The maximum sign 
area for both signs shall not exceed 428 square feet. One sign shall have a 
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maximum permitted area of 150 square feet per side and shall not be greater 
than 15 feet or higher than the top of the roof of the building, whichever is 
less. The second sign for the shopping center shall have a maximum permitted 
area of 64 square feet per side plus the difference, if any, between the actual 
per side square footage of the first sign and the 150 square feet allowed. The 
height of the second sign shall not be greater than ten feet or higher than the 
top of the roof of the building, whichever is less. 

4) No freestanding sign shall have more than two sides. 
5) Only one freestanding sign is permitted, not including temporary permitted 

signs. 
6) Tenant panels may be incorporated into the freestanding sign, provided the 

maximum sign area is not exceeded. Each tenant panel shall be a minimum of 
12 inches in height and shall only list the name of the business or occupant of 
the shopping center. 

7)4) One freestanding sign may include an automatic changeable copy sign 
provided the area of the automatic changeable copy sign does not exceed 25 
percent of the maximum permitted sign area for the freestanding sign. 

8)5) Shopping centers included in this subsection which have adjacent outlot 
buildings may, if the outlot property does not have a freestanding sign, and a 
covenant is recorded upon the outlot prohibiting freestanding signs, add the 
permitted freestanding sign area of the outlot building to either shopping 
center identification sign or apportion the sign area between the shopping 
center identification signs. The required covenant shall be approved as to form 
and content by the Village attorney. The covenant shall provide that the 
covenant runs with the land and that the covenant cannot be released or 
extinguished without the written consent of the Village. Evidence that the 
covenant has been properly recorded shall be submitted to the Village attorney 
before a sign permit is issued. 

9) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy sign provided 
the maximum sign area for the freestanding sign is not exceeded. 

10)6) Shopping centers greater than 15 acres in size that are permitted two 
freestanding signs as part of this chapter Article may increase the permitted 
height of the lower sign by the difference in elevation from the higher sign. The 
elevation shall be measured from that part of the closest right-of-way line to 
the proposed sign. 

 
(d) Permanent freestanding signs for theaters. Movie theaters within shopping centers 

shall be allowed one freestanding sign complying with the following requirements: 
 

1) The height of the sign shall not exceed ten feet or the height of the building, 
whichever is lower. 
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2) The maximum sign area is 80 square feet per side. 
3) No freestanding sign shall have more than two sides. 
4) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy or automatic 

changeable copy sign provided the maximum sign area for the freestanding 
sign is not exceeded. 

5) Only one freestanding sign is permitted, not including temporary permitted 
signs. 

6) Two theater signs shall be permitted for theaters located in shopping centers 
with more than 500 feet of street frontage and located on two principal 
arterials. The signs may be included in the freestanding shopping center 
identification signs, provided the maximum permitted sign area for both signs 
is not exceeded. 

 
(9) All signs permitted in residential districts shall be permitted in commercial districts. 
 
(10) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 

application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 a. of 
this Chapter.   

 
c. Permitted Temporary Signs in Business Districts (see also Section 1.3) 
 

(1) Special promotion signs. 
(2) Grand opening signs. 
(3) Light pole signs. 
(4) Government signs. 
(5) Political signs. 
(6) Real estate signs. 
(7) Construction signs. 
(8) Civic signs. 
(9) Temporary window signs. 
(10) Corporate flags. 
(11) Help wanted signs. 
(12) Going out of business signs. 
(13) Signs for seasonal commercial establishments. 
 

(a) A temporary wall sign shall be permitted on one building frontage. 
(b) The maximum sign area of the temporary wall sign shall not exceed the area 

allowed in Table 6.1. 
(c) The maximum time period to display the temporary wall sign shall be 90 days. 
(d) The sign must be of professional quality in its appearance and construction. No 

banners are permitted. 

58



  
Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance – Draft                                            
Article 6, Division 1: General Regulations                                                 
06/25/12 
 
 

33

(e) The owner of a sign and the owner of the premises on which the sign is located 
shall be jointly and severally liable to maintain such sign, in compliance with section 
6-12(e) of this articleArticle and this CodeChapter. The sign shall be maintained 
structurally sound and in good repair, and to prevent the deterioration in the 
physical appearance of such sign. 

(f)(a) The applicant shall post a $100250.00 cash bond as a part of the permit to ensure 
the removal of the sign when the permit expires. Failure to remove the sign shall 
result in the forfeiture of the bond and other enforcement action. 

 
d. Time-temperature signs.  Time-temperature signs shall be permitted to be incorporated 

into permitted signage in accordance with the following regulations:   
 

(1) The time-temperature display area shall not exceed 
four square feet per side. 

(2) The allowable sign area for the subject sign shall 
not be exceeded. 

(3) The time-temperature sign must be continually 
adjusted to present accurate readings. 

(4) Temperature display only signs shall change only 
when the active temperature varies by degrees. 

(5) Time display only signs shall change no more 
frequently than at one-minute intervals, excluding 
changes displaying the passage of time in second 
intervals. 

(6) Signs displaying alternate time-temperature 
readings shall change no more frequently than once every 15 seconds. 

 
e. Automobile service stations.  Automobile service stations shall comply with these additional 

requirements related to the unique activities occurring at such establishments:   
 

(1) Information on gasoline pumps.  Matter appearing on gasoline pumps as purchased or 
installed shall not be considered as signs for purposes of this Article.   

 
(2) Price and service information.  In addition to all other signs permitted by this Article, an 

automobile service station may display one sign, not larger than three square feet per 
face with a maximum of two faces at each pump area stating whether the area is a 
"self-service" or a "full-service" area. No element of the cost of [to] the customer of the 
gasoline shall be omitted from statement of the price. There shall be a sign required if 
the pump reads one-half of the actual cost to the customer. This sign shall indicate that 
the customer will pay double what the pump reads.   
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(3) Sign areas.  Automobile service stations which include interior facilities for the servicing 
of automobiles may have one sign identifying the service(s) performed by the service 
station which may be placed over the opening to each bay. Such signs shall have one 
face and shall not exceed sixthree square feet each.   

 
(4) Additional signs.  Automobile service stations may display the following additional 

signs:  
  

(a) Signs showing an affiliation with a motor club. 
(b) Signs indicating the acceptance of designated credit cards. 
(c) Matters appearing on outdoor vending machines as purchased or installed. 
(d) Up to two signs may be attached to a canopy that does not exceed fifteenten 

square feet each. 
 

(5) Automobile service stations may display outside display racks or signs advertising 
batteries, tires, oil or other products, if the signs are located directly adjacent to a 
display of the product(s) described. Such signs may have two faces. Said signs shall not 
exceed three square feet per face. There shall only be three of these signs displayed at 
one time. 

   
2.3 PERMITTED SIGNS IN INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 
 
a. Permitted Signs for Businesses not within a Business Park.    
 

(1) Wall signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) No wall sign shall extend above or beyond the wall to which it is attached. 
(b) No wall sign shall project more than 12 inches beyond the plane of the wall to 

which it is attached. 
(c) All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix the sign to the wall shall be 

concealed by the sign or integrated into the design of the sign. 
(d) Wall signs shall not be permitted on any building wall facing a residential district, 

except that the name and address of a business may be painted on the rear door 
for emergency purposes, and may not exceed 150 square inches. 

(e) One wall sign shall be permitted per building frontage, except that wall signs shall 
not be permitted on more than two building faces. 

(f) Wall sign area shall not exceed one square foot per lineal foot of building frontage. 
 

(2) Freestanding signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) One two-sided freestanding sign shall be permitted per zoning lot. 
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(b) The freestanding sign shall not exceed 50 square feet in area per side or ten feet in 
height. 

(c) Only one freestanding sign is permitted, not including temporary permitted signs. 
(d) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy sign, provided the 

maximum sign area for the free standing sign is not exceeded. 
(e) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 

application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

 
(3) Directional signs complying with the following requirements: 
 

(a) The height of the sign shall not exceed five feet. 
(b) The maximum sign area is six square feet per side. 
 

(4) All signs permitted in residential districts shall be permitted in industrial districts. 
 

b. Permitted signs for businesses within a business park.   
 

(1) Sign plan required. To allow for a uniform appearance of signs within a business park, 
developers, and users must comply with the approved sign plan.  

 
(a) The industrial development sign plan shall be approved as part of the subdivision 

or planned unit development approval process.  
(b) The sign plan must include provisions for monument signs at entrances to the 

development as well as freestanding and wall signs for individual users. 
Amendments to the approved sign plan must be submitted in writing for 
consideration by the Zoning Administrator.  

(c) The requirements in the approved sign plan are in addition to the requirements of 
this Article. In the event that there is a conflict between the requirements of the 
sign plan and this Article, the more restrictive requirements shall control. 

 
(2) Entrance monuments, as permitted in the approved sign plan. A landscaping plan shall 

be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit application in accordance 
with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 a. of this Chapter.   

 
(3) Wall signs shall comply with the following requirements: 

(a) Each single-tenant building shall be permitted one wall sign not exceeding 100 
square feet in area. 

(b) All wall signs shall consist of only back or exterior lit individual channel letters or 
logos and shall only include the name and/or logo of the business. 
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(c) Each multi-tenant building shall be permitted no more than two tenant wall signs. 
Each sign shall not exceed 60 square feet, or a total of 120 square feet of total wall 
signage on one building face. The signs must be displayed on the same building 
face and shall be separated by a minimum of 250 linear feet. 

(d) No wall sign shall extend above or beyond the wall to which it is attached. 
(e) No wall sign shall project more than 12 inches beyond the plane of the wall to 

which it is attached. 
(f) All mounting brackets and other hardware used to affix the sign to the wall shall be 

concealed by the sign or integrated into the design of the sign. 
(g) Wall signs shall not be permitted on any building wall facing a residential district, 

except that the name and address of the business may be painted on the rear door 
for emergency purposes and may not exceed 150 square inches. 

 
(4) Freestanding signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) The freestanding sign shall be a two-sided, low-profile, monument sign not 
exceeding seven feet in height, 13 feet in width, 18 inches in depth, or 50 square 
feet per side. Signs shall be horizontal in appearance and shall have a width to 
height proportion of no less than 1-1/2:1 and no greater than 2-1/2:1. 

(b) A six-inch-tall address panel, equal in length to the tenant panel, shall be mounted 
directly beneath the tenant panel and shall include the number and street address 
of the property in three-inch letters. 

(c) One freestanding sign is permitted per lot, except that on lots with two or more 
frontages of at least six acres in size, two freestanding signs may be installed 
provided they are separated by at least 150 linear feet as measured along front and 
corner-side lot lines. 

(d) All signs shall be set back a minimum of five feet from property lines or paved 
drives and walkways (as measured from back of curb). 

(e) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 
application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

 
(5) Directional signs complying with the following requirements: 
 

(a) The height of the sign shall not exceed five feet. 
(b) The maximum sign area is six square feet per side. 
 

(6) All signs permitted in residential districts shall be permitted in industrial districts. 
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c. Temporary Signs Permitted in Industrial Districts (see also section 1.3) 
 

(1) Government signs. 
(2) Special promotion signs. 
(3) Grand opening signs. 
(4) Political signs. 
(5) Real estate signs. 
(6) Construction signs. 
(7) Corporate flags. 
(8) Help wanted signs. 
(9) Open house signs.  
 

2.32.4 PERMITTED SIGNS IN THE ONTARIOVILLE HISTORIC AND LIMITED OFFICE DISTRICTS   
 
a. General Regulations 
 

(1) Internally illuminated signs are prohibited. 
(2) Signs which are illuminated from white light sources shining on the sign are permitted. 
(3) Colored lights are prohibited except for seasonal displays from November 1 through 

January 15. 
(4) Signs constructed of plastic are prohibited. 
(5) Signs may be constructed of metal or fire-retardant treated wood. 
 

b. Permitted Permanent Signs 
 

(1) Freestanding signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) No freestanding sign shall exceed seven feet in height. 
(b) The maximum permitted sign area is 12 feet per side. 
(c) No freestanding sign shall have more than two sides. 
(d) The maximum width of any freestanding sign is four feet. 
(e) One freestanding sign shall be permitted per premise. 
(f) Only one freestanding sign is permitted per post or other similar supports. 
(g) A landscaping plan shall be submitted for review and approval with the sign permit 

application in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, Division 2, Section 2.8 
a. of this Chapter.   

 
(2) Wall signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) General requirements: 
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1) Wall signs shall not be permitted on any building wall facing a residential 
district, except that the name and address of the business may be painted on 
the rear door for emergency purposes, and may not exceed 150 square inches. 

 
(b) Facade frieze panel signs. 
 

1) Facade frieze panel signs shall be no thicker than two inches. 
2) On multi-story buildings, the facade frieze panel shall be a minimum of 12 

inches below the sills of the second floor windows. 
3) On a single-story building, the facade frieze panel shall be a maximum of 12 

feet above the ground. 
4) The sign area shall not exceed 12 square feet. 
 

(c) Plaque signs. 
 

1) Plaque signs shall be no more than two inches thick. 
2) The sign shall be mounted on the first floor of the building, no closer than 12 

inches to the corner or edge of the building face and no higher than six feet 
above the ground. 

3) The maximum sign area is 12 square feet, with no dimension exceeding four 
feet. 

 
(3) Window signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) Window signs shall not cover more than 25 percent of the window area. 
(b) Permanent window signs may be painted or applied directly to the window. 
(c) Transparent panels with lettering applied may be suspended inside the window. 
(d) No sign shall encroach upon the frame, mullions or other supporting features of the 

glass. 
(e) The sign shall not obstruct the view of the interior by fire or police personnel. 
 

(4) Valance signs shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(a) The valance sign shall be a maximum of eight inches deep. 
(b) The valance sign shall not be mounted directly to the building, but shall be hung by 

chains or metal brackets. 
(c) Letters shall be die cut or raised. 
(d) The signs shall not exceed 12 square feet. 
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c. Permitted Temporary Signs    (see also Section 1.3) 
 

(1) Government signs. 
(2) Political signs. 
(3) Real estate signs. 
(4) Open house signs. 
(5) Help wanted signs. 
(6) Construction signs. 
(7) Civic event signs.  
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ARTICLE 3:  GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

A. Division 1: Development Standards of General Applicability  

B. Division 2: Wireless Communication Facility Telecommunications 

C. Division 3: Nonconforming Buildings, Structures, and Uses 

D. Division 4: Design Guidelines 
 
DIVISION 4: Design Guidelines  
 
4.1    Purpose 
4.2 Applicability 
4.3 Traffic and Circulation  
4.4 Off-Street Parking and Access 
4.5 Commercial 
4.6 Multiple Family  
4.7 Service and Utility Areas 
4.8 Sustainability  
 
4.1 PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Division is to establish and provide a comprehensive set of standards 
and guidelines for the appearance, design, and environmental quality of properties within 
the Village and to further:  
 
a. Promote orderly community development, as well as encouraging both harmonious 

and innovative designs;  
 
b. Present design principals which can result in creative solutions that will assure a 

quality visual appearance and enhance the character of existing and new 
development;  

 
c. Ensure that commercial, office, industrial and multi-family residential development 

incorporates high quality design and materials compatible with the Village’s long 
range vision for growth and improvement; 

 
d. Encourage sustainable building and site development practices;  and 
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e. Ensure that the Village remains an attractive and desirable community in which to live, 
work, and do businessreside and operate a business.   

 
4.2 APPLICABILITY   
   
a. All applicable developments and redevelopments as required for site plan review in 

accordance with Article 2: Division 5 (Site Plan Review) of this Zoning Ordinance will 
be reviewed in accordance with these design guidelines.  Single family residential 
structures are encouraged, however not required, to comply with this Division.   

 
b. Single- and two-family residential structures are encouraged, however not required, to 

comply with this Division.  The provisions of this Division shall not apply to single-
family residential.  
 

4.3 TRAFFIC AND  CIRCULATION 
 
a. Traffic Design 
 

(1) Site plans shall minimize dangerous traffic movements and congestion, while 
achieving efficient traffic flow and providing the minimum number of off-street 
parking spaces required by Article 5: Division 1 (Off-street Parking and Loading). 

 
(2) Traffic studies may be required by the Village Zoning Administrator or Director 

of Engineering & Public WorksVillage Engineer.  Such studies may include: a 
projection of the number of motor vehicles to enter or leave the site, estimated 
daily and peak hour traffic levels based on the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers’ Trip Generation Manual, 3rd Edition (as may be updated from year to 
year), projected traffic flow patterns, impact of development on vehicular 
movement at major intersections and upon abutting roads capacities, combined 
traffic impact of approved, but not yet fully developed projects within the 
Village, safety and appropriateness of site design and circulation, any foreseen 
traffic hazards or circulation conflicts, and any additional information as 
requested by the Village.    
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Site Plans and parking lots should 
include clearly marked pedestrian 
circulation systems. 

 
b. Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation  
 

(1) Sidewalks.  Pedestrian sidewalks, not less 
than five (5) feet in width, shall be 
incorporated into the site plan: 1) along 
all sides of a lot that abut a public right-
of-way; and 2) along all sides of a 
building fronting on a public right-of-way 
and/or accessible from an off-street 
parking area.  Sidewalks are not required 
on portions of building sides for any 
function associated with a drive-thru use.  
The Zoning Administrator may otherwise 
determine that additional landscaping is 
preferred in lieu of a sidewalk.   

 
(2) Crosswalks, designated by striping or 

alternate paving material, are required 
across vehicular driveways to connect 
off-street parking with building 
entrances. 

   
(3) To enhance pedestrian safety and 

comfort, and increase the attractiveness 
of the walkway, pedestrian circulation 
systems shall be provided within parking 
lots and clearly distinguished from 
vehicular drives with landscaping, 
stripping, paving materials, or 
architectural elements.        

 
(4) The on-site pedestrian circulation system 

shall connect with, or make provisions for 
future pedestrian connection, with 
adjacent properties. 

 
(5) When possible, it is preferable that 

sidewalks and other pedestrian paved 
open areas located in front of or adjacent 
to principal building facades incorporate 
decorative brick or stone paving. 

(6)  
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Small parking clusters are separated by 
landscaped areas and dispersed so as not to 

t l d ki t th bli

(7)(6) Bicycle and Pedestrian Access.  These 
standards should be considered in the 
preparation of site plans. IDOTs BDE 
procedure memorandum “Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Accommodations (Complete 
Streets)” shall be referenced in the 
preparation of the site plan.   

 
 

4.4 OFF-STREET AUTOMOBILE AND BICYCLE PARKING 
AND DEVELOPMENT ACCESS 

 
a. Off-Street parking shall not be permitted to 

dominate the visual image of any development 
site.  Such parking shall be screened by 
Landscaping as required in Article 5, Division 2 
(Landscaping, Buffering, and Screening).   

a.b.  
 

(1) Parking at the rear and sides of primary 
buildings is preferred to parking between 
the front of buildings and the public 
right-of-way. 

 
(2) Large expansive paved areas located 

between the street and the building shall 
be avoided in favor of smaller multiple 
lots separated by landscaping. Parking 
areas shall be subdivided into framed 
“rooms” of approximately 50-75 or fewer 
spaces, through the use of landscape 
islands, landscaped pedestrian aisles, 
medians, and landscaped access 
corridors.  The Zoning Administrator may 
release an applicant from this 
requirement if this requirement can not 
be met due to unique lot configuration 
or other unique site conditions. 

 
(3) At grade parking lots shall not be visual 

from the public right-of-way or screened 
through the use of low screen walls, 
decorative fencing, or landscaping. 

Parking at the rear or side of 
buildings is encouraged 
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Parking lots shall be screened, which may 
include landscape or other screening 
materials.   

Plan view of appropriate parking lot 

 
(4) Parking located underground or inside 

buildings, accessed off secondary streets, 
or located within the interior of the site 
to reduce visibility is encouraged.  

 
(5) Parking areas shall be oriented so that 

building walkways and aisles allow 
convenient, and safe access to building 
entries. 

 
(6) Employee parking areas should be 

located to the side or rear of buildings. 
 

(7) The location and orientation of a parking 
lot or structure’s ingress and egress 
should be designed to prevent 
pedestrian and vehicular conflict, 
including orienting entrances and exits 
only to side-streets or alleys. 

 
(8) The queuing of cars for drive-aisle uses 

shall not extend beyond the property line 
nor cause a traffic circulation issue. 

 
(9) Parking located in any yard shall be 

screened with landscaping as required in 
Article 5: Division 2 (Landscape 
Standards).      

    
(10) Parking Lot Buffers 

 
(a) Unless lot cross-access or shared 

parking is provided, parking lot 
pavements shall be offset from the 
edge of property lines to allow for 
landscape buffers in accordance 
with the requirements of Article 5: 
Division 1. Section 2.8. (Landscape 
Standards). 

 
 
 

Example of a Landscape Buffer 
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Bicycle parking shall be located in safe and 
convenient locations.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) Select perimeter landscape 
plantings that shall reach at least 3’- 
0” height at maturity. 

 
(c) Select and install plantings that 

shall form a continuous landscape 
grouping within the planting bed. 

 
(d) Ensure landscape plantings are salt 

and urban tolerant species. 
 

(e) Provide diverse landscaped 
plantings that consist of a 
combination of canopy trees, 
understory shrubs, and 
groundcover. 

 
b.c. Bicycle, Motorcycle, and Moped Parking 
 

(1) For off-street automobile parking 
facilities of 20 spaces or more, bicycle 
parking spaces shall be equal to 5 
percent of the required number of 
automobile parking spaces. 

 
(2) Bicycle parking shall be located in safe 

and convenient locations near the 
primary building entrance. 

 
(3) For off-street automobile parking 

facilities of 20 spaces or more, 
motorcycle and moped parking spaces 
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should be equal to 5 percent of the 
required number of automobile parking 
spaces.  Motorcycle and moped parking 
spaces shall not count towards the 
required number of off-street automobile 
parking spaces.   

 
c. Access Points, Driveways and Parking. Points of 

vehicular ingress and egress from any site 
should be limited to the adjacent major and/or 
secondary thoroughfares only and shall be 
reviewed by the Zoning Administrator and 
Director of Engineering and Public 
WorksVillage Engineer for location, design of 
curb cuts and driveways, and for layout of 
parking and loading areas.   

 
(1) Common driveways that provide 

vehicular access to more than one site 
are encouraged. 

 
(2) Where practical, cross-access between 

sites is encouraged and should be 
granted and enforced through cross-
access easement agreements.  

 
(3) Minimum widths and distances of 

driveways shall be provided as follows: 
  

Table XXXX - Minimum Driveway and Access Standards 
Driveway Width (One-Way, Min.) 12-16’ 
Drive Width (Two-Way, Min.) 24’ 
Distance between Driveways (measured from the two 
closest driveway curb cuts, Min.) 

30’ 

Distance of a Driveway from a Street Intersection 
(measured from the intersection of the street ROW to 
the nearest end of the curb radius, nMinimum.)  

30’ 

Distance from the end of the driveway curb cut to the 
nearest crosswalk (Min) 

10’ 

Curb radius of all Driveways (Minimum) 5’-15’ 
Angle between the Curb Line of a Street and the 
Center Line of a Driveway (Minimum.) 

60 Degrees 
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Portions of upper stories (above the second or third 
level) should be stepped back. 

 
4.5 COMMERCIAL  
 
a. Building Siting and Orientation 
 

(1) Creative layout of buildings is 
encouraged in order to decrease the 
overall mass of the development, to 
prevent monotony, and to improve the 
aesthetic quality of the development.  

 
(2) Orientation of all new construction shall 

be composed in such a manner as to 
create a pedestrian oriented street 
environment.  Pedestrian orientation of 
buildings includes fronting directly on 
street where appropriate, pedestrian style 
architecture on the ground floor, and 
creation of safe and easily accessible 
buildings from a public sidewalk and/or 
parking lot.    

 
(3) Buildings shall be aligned so that the 

dominant lines of their facades are 
parallel to the street in order to create a 
well defined street edge. 

 
(4) The setback and orientation of the 

building should be situated so as to 
create a consistent street line with minor 
variations. 

 
(5) Buildings should frame and enhance 

street corners through the use of 
architecturally prominent building 
features or prominent three dimensional 
site improvements (fountains, towers, art, 
etc). 

 
(6) Portions of upper stories (above the third 

level) should be stepped back from the 
line of the front façade to reduce the 
mass and visual impact of buildings on 

Building massing and scaling should be consistent. 
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Photo example of a mixed use building 
with retail at the ground floor and 
parking structure above. Building façade 

t i l i l d b i k d t

Buildings with long, 
monotonous walls should be 
avoided. Monotonous walls can 
be broken up with windows, 
display cases, architectural 
detailing, and variation in the 
height of buildings. 

pedestrian areas, and to provide areas for 
outdoor terraces, rooftop patios, etc. 

 
(7) Building entrances shall be prominent 

and accessible from the public street 
and/or parking lot. 

 
(8) Loading docks, trash enclosures, parking 

lots, parking structure entrances, and 
other active, noise-generating facilities 
shall not be oriented along a public right-
of-way; nor along a site periphery which 
is adjacent to a residential use. 

 
(9) Drive-up windows, ATM’s and similar 

auto-convenient facilities and structures 
shall not be located adjacent to a public 
right-of-way. 

 
(10) Parking structures as a principal use on a 

lot should have first floor commercial 
uses. 

 
b. Building Form and Design 
 

(1) The architectural quality shall be 
expressed on all sides of building which 
can be viewed from the public right-of-
way.   
 

(2) Utilization of a unified design that reflects 
consistent style, materials and/or design 
elements, is encouraged for large scale 
developments.  

 
(3) Buildings shall match or create 

appropriate proportional transitions 
between adjacent buildings. 

 
(4) Long, windowless, uninterrupted walls 

that are visible from the public right-of-
way shall not be permitted. All buildings 
shall be designed with treatments to 

74



  
Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance –Draft   10                                    
Article 3, Division 4: Design Guidelines  
07/15/12 
 

Residential and large format retail buildings 
incorporate façade elements that define a 
base, middle and top. 

break up the mass and bulk and shall 
include vertical architectural treatment to 
break down the scale of the building into 
visually smaller components.  Facades 
visual from the public right-of-way shall 
incorporate such elements as projections, 
recesses, and offsets in order to divide 
flat expanses of buildings, which add 
architectural interest and variety.   

 
(a) Every building facade 20 feet or more in 

length shall have at least one of the 
following: 

 
1) A change in plane, such as an 

offset, reveal or projecting rib. 
Such plane projections or 
recesses shall have a width of 
no less than six inches (columns, 
planters, arches, voids, etc.); 

2) Architectural details such as 
raised bands and cornices; 

 
3) Awnings and/or arcade; 

 
4) Complementary change in 

color; 
 

5) Complementary change in 
material/texture; 

 
6) Doors and/or windows; and 

 
7) Storefront window and display 

cases. 
 

(b) Facades that extend more than one 
hundred feet in length shall 
incorporate (in addition to 
requirements of section 4.5b(4)(a)) at 
least one of the  following elements: 
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Large display windows, use of vertical and horizontal 
elements, prominent front entrance, and the use of 
architectural details such as awnings and overhangs 
promote a pedestrian friendly environment. 

1) A change in plane, such as an 
offset, reveal or projecting rib. 
Such plane projections or 
recesses shall have a width of 
no less than three feet, and a 
depth of at least six inches; 

 
2) Architecturally prominent public 

entrance; or  
 

3) A tower or vertical volume. 
 

(5) Windows.  For commercial and office 
buildings, the front elevation shall 
provide a minimum of 60 percent 
window transparency at the ground level. 
Measurement includes mullions.   

 
(6) Buildings over two stories should have a 

well-defined base, middle and top. 
 

(a) Building Base: The base of a building 
should be designed to appear that it 
bears the weight of the mass above 
and visually support the building. In 
addition to the window transparency 
requirement, the base should be 
defined by one or more of the 
following features: 

 
1) Thicker-than-normal walls;  
 
2) Richly textured materials (i.e. tile 

or masonry treatment); and/or  
 

3) Special cladding materials (i.e. 
cut stone, ceramic tile or 
marble).  

 
(b) Mid-section of building: materials 

within the middle portion of a 
structure should be characterized by 
a combination of cladding materials 

76



  
Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance –Draft   12                                    
Article 3, Division 4: Design Guidelines  
07/15/12 
 

Clearly defined and recessed entries should be 
used to reduce monotony of building walls.  

such as masonry, concrete or metal 
combined with a regular repeat of 
windows that complement the base 
and top of the building.  

 
(c) Top of building: The top of a 

building should create an attractive 
profile against the backdrop of the 
sky and surrounding buildings. It 
should be defined by one or more of 
the following features: 

 
1) Cornice treatment;  

 
2) Roof overhang with brackets; 

and/or  
 

3) Stepped parapet.  
 

(d) This method of organizing building 
form need not result in strictly 
classical building style. Asymmetrical 
forms, as well as elements that 
"break through" any of the three 
components may be used to create 
varied, exciting buildings, while still 
adhering to the intent of this 
recommendation.  

 
(7) The first floor of all buildings, including 

structured parking, shall be designed to 
consider the pedestrian scale and shall 
include such pedestrian scale 
features/amenities as awnings, covered 
walkways, windows, and clearly defined 
entranceways.  

 
(8) Recessed entries on street frontages of 

buildings should be used to ease the 
monotony of long building walls. 

 
(9) Corner Facades. Buildings on corner lots 

are considered to have double front 

Graphic example of traditional pedestrian style 
architecture.  
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façades. Corner lots at the intersection of 
arterials and/or collectors should be 
designed with architectural 
embellishments to emphasize their 
location whether they function as 
gateways or major community transition 
points. Enhancing corner facades is 
encouraged and shall include some of 
the following embellishments: 

 
(a) Cornice detail; 

 
(b) Height; 

 
(c) Peaked roof forms; 

 
(d) Corner towers, clocks; 

 
(e) Bells and other design features; and 

 
(f) Hardscape design, such as 

pedestrian plazas with artwork or 
fountains, may substitute for 
building embellishments on corner 
lots. 

 
(10) Entrances should be covered with roof 

overhangs or awnings. 
  
(11) Entrances shall provide adequate lighting 

for security and pedestrian safety.  
 

(12) Common open space and outdoor 
seating areas are encouraged. 

 
(13) To improve the future use and 

adaptability of commercial, institutional, 
and civic structures, buildings should not 
be designed in a manner that limits the 
ability of the building to be reused for 
other users.  
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Example of the use of high quality materials, and appropriate 
design features including windows, awnings/sunshades, and 
interesting roof forms.  

(14) Outloet buildings that are part of a 
planned development or planned 
commercial center shall reflect the style, 
materials and/or design elements of the 
main building.  In cases where the 
existing main building does not meet the 
design guidelines and standards (i.e., in 
terms of visual design materials and 
layout of the building), new outlot 
development proposals shall be reviewed 
using the guidelines and standards 
contained in this Article. 

 
c. Architectural Details and Building Material Use 
 

(1) All commercial, institutional and civic 
buildings shall consist of solid and 
durable facades on all sides of a building 
which can be viewed from the public 
right-of-way and shall be compatible 
with the character and scale of the 
surrounding area.     

 
(2) Any exterior building façade shall 

incorporate a predominance of high 
quality materials that may include, but 
are not limited to brick, sandstone, other 
native stone, or glass.  Concrete and split 
face block is not permitted. 

 
(3) If brick, sandstone or other native stones 

are used, they should, at a minimum, 
extend from ground level to the bottom 
of the first floor windows with minor 
accents allowed in place of the 
predominant material.   

 
(4) The use of pre-cast panels, and/or 

masonry stucco is permitted as a minor 
or accent building material, but is 
strongly discouraged for use as a 
predominant building material.   

 

79



  
Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance –Draft   15                                    
Article 3, Division 4: Design Guidelines  
07/15/12 
 

(5) The exterior surface of a masonry wall 
should consist of a textured finished 
surface, should not have a flat surface, 
and should not be constructed of 
concrete block or cinder block having a 
plain, flat surface. These products may be 
used for structural purposes provided 
they are covered with an appropriate 
material such as face brick. 
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Examples of interesting roof forms.

 
(6) Roof Treatment 
 

(a) Roof forms shall relate to those 
found in the area. For the portion of 
a building visible from the 
pedestrian level, repetition of the 
existing or traditional roof shapes, 
pitches, and materials on new 
construction shall be considered one 
way of making new structures more 
visually compatible with existing 
buildings. 

 
(b) Roof lines shall provided visual 

interest such as clerestories, gables, 
or other variations.   

 
(c) The roof design for an addition shall 

be compatible, be the same as the 
existing building, or be a 
combination of styles that includes 
the existing design. 

 
(d) A variety of roof forms is 

encouraged including combinations 
of a few basic forms such as hip, 
gable. 

 
(e) Flat roofs shall be hidden from 

public view by a parapet of no less 
than three feet in height. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example of multiple sloped 
roof planes and dormers.  
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Garages and rear entrances are oriented 
towards the building rear yards and are 
accessed from the alleyway.

 MULTIPLE FAMILY. 
 
These standards are intended to: minimize the bulk 
and mass of multi-family dwellings; create 
distinctive neighborhoods by avoiding monotonous 
design; and give multi-family dwellings a more 
residential character. 
 
a. Architectural elements, such as dormers, bay 

windows, balconies, porches, and decks, are 
encouraged. 

  
b. Varying rooflines, including multiple peaks and 

slopes, are encouraged. These roof lines help 
to break the mass of the overall structure and 
add to the aesthetic quality of the 
development. In the same respect, flat and 
mansard roofs are discouraged. 

 
c. Creative layout and design of the buildings 

within the multiple-family development is 
encouraged. Parallel rows of similar buildings 
are discouraged. Creative layout and design 
will help to decrease the overall mass of the 
development and prevent monotony. 

 
d. Garages 
 

(1) Garage door and garage entrances shall 
not be dominate the appearance 
ofgreater than 40% of the front elevation 
of a multiple family structure. 

 
(2) Garages located at the rear of a lot with 

access from an alley are preferred. 
 

e. Multi-family dwellings should be arranged in 
such a manner as to enclose and frame 
common spaces. These common spaces can 
include gardens, courtyards, and recreation 
and play areas and should incorporate at least 
three of the following features: 

 

For multiple family structures, use of 
architectural elements such as porches, 
bay windows, and covered entries are 
encouraged. 
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(1) Seasonal planting areas;  
 

(2) Large flowering trees;  
 

(3) Pedestrian seating;  
 

(4) Pet run;  
 

(5) Pedestrian-scale lighting;  
 

(6) Decorative paving;  
 

(7) Gazebo or other decorative shelters;  
 

(8) Play structures for children; or 
 

(9) A natural environmental area.   
 

f. Rear elevations that front onto a public right-
of-way, or are highly visible within the 
development, shall match the style, material, 
and design of the front elevation of the 
building. These elevations shall contain 
architectural features, such as dormers, decks, 
projections, or varying rooflines, to decrease 
the overall mass of the structure and add to 
the aesthetic quality of the development. 

 
4.6 SERVICE AND UTILITY AREAS.   
 
All service and utility areas – including but not 
limited to – loading docks, exterior storage areas, 
trash enclosures, dumpsters, HVAC and mechanical 
equipment shall be screened from the public right-
of-way.  

 
a. All service or utility areas shall not be located 

near public right-of-ways, building entrances, 
and pedestrian areas. 

 
b. Trash, Refuse, and Recycling Areas:  Suitable 

areas for the storage of trash, refuse and 
recyclables shall be provided and designed to: 
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Example of trash enclosure incorporating stone 
walls and metal frame doors with wood boards to 
screen interior trash containers.

1) be fully screened from view in accordance 
with Article 5: Division 2 (Landscaping); 2) 
comply with design and operational 
requirements of Chapter 50 of the Municipal 
Code (Garbage, Refuse, and Scavengers); (3) 
prevent waste from blowing around the site or 
onto adjacent properties or public rights-of-
way; and 43) permit safe, easy removal of trash, 
refuse and recyclables by truck or hand. Where 
provided, refuse areas shall be screened as 
follows:  

 
(1) All outdoor refuse and recycling collection 

and holding areas shall be screened on 
three (3) sides from public view by a 
matching masonry wall integral to the 
building's architectural design.  

 
(2) The height of such wall enclosure is 

subject to the regulations set forth in this 
Article 5: Division 2 (Landscape Standards), 
Chapter 50, Section 50-31.7.d of the 
Municipal Code, and in no instance shall 
be less than 6 feet or the height of the 
dumpster or items being screened.   

 
(3) Where the use of a matching masonry wall 

for such screening is not feasible, another 
material approved by the Zoning 
Administrator, which is compatible with 
the main building's architectural design 
with the same height requirements of a 
masonry wall, may be substituted at the 
determination of the Zoning 
Administrator.  

 
(4) The opening to the refuse enclosure shall 

be gated with a solid gate that is no less 
than twelve (12) inches shorter than the 
height of the enclosure. In no instance 
shall the gate be less than the height of 
the dumpster or items being screened.  In 
order to reduce maintenance issues 
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aluminum or equivalent material is 
encouraged for all refuse gates.   

 
(5) Refuse disposal enclosures shall be 

situated so that the gate it does not face 
towards any abutting property zoned 
residential.  

 
(6) The enclosure shall be used strictly for the 

confinement of refuse awaiting pick up 
and the gate shall remain closed except 
when refuse pick up occurs. 

 
c. Mechanical Systems and Meters 
 

(1) Mechanical systems, including air 
conditioning units and utility boxes, shall 
be visually screened by a cover or natural 
vegetation. 

 
(2) All rooftop mechanical equipment 

including heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning equipment (excluding roof 
vents), duct work, air compressors, and 
other fixed operating machinery shall be 
screened and enclosed in a manner that 
masks the equipment from view from all 
public right-of-ways.  The means of 
screening rooftop equipment shall relate 
to and complement the building materials, 
architecture and color.  Architectural 
features such as parapet walls and varying 
rooflines are encouraged.   

  
(3) All utility meters shall be located either 

inside the building or in a recessed area 
within the rear or interior side yard façade 
of the building.  Wall-mounted utility 
meters and ground supported 
transformers shall be painted to match the 
nearest building.  Utility metering and 
exterior mounted telecommunication 
junction boxes shall be screened from 
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The bioswale filters runoff and reduces the 
amount of stormwater introduced into the 
underground sewer system. 

view along a public right-of-way by walls, 
fences, landscaping or other such 
elements in accordance with applicable 
building codes and other agencies having 
jurisdiction.   

 
d. All utilities, where possible, (e.g. electrical, 

communication) shall be buried underground.   
 
4.7 SUSTAINABILITY 
 
a. Buildings 
 

(1) The construction of green buildings, 
including LEED certified buildings is 
encouraged. 
 

(2) Buildings should be oriented with the long 
side on the east-west axis to maximize 
winter solar gain and minimize summer 
solar gain. 

 
(3) Energy conserving, energy efficient, and 

Energy Star products should be selected 
for facilities. 

 
(4) Building heating, cooling, and power 

should utilize solar, geothermal, wind, and 
bio-fuel resources where practical. 

 
(5) Construction, demolition, and land 

clearing debris should be salvaged, reused 
or recycled. The following materials 
removed from a  site should be 
considered for salvage, reuse, and 
recycling: 

 
(a) Concrete; 

 
(b) Building components and fixtures; 

 
(c) Metals; 

 

Buildings along an east-west axis maximize 
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Stormwater runoff is treated in a series of 
rain gardens within the parkway of this 
urban street section. 

(d) Wood; 
 

(e) Cardboard; 
 

(f) Natural fill; 
 

(g) Masonry; 
 

(h) Gypsum board; and 
 

(i) Carpet and pad. 
 

(6) Take advantage of natural ventilation and 
prevailing wind patterns.  

 
(7) Maximize daylight use. 

 
(8) Finish the facility's roof with light colored 

materials to reduce energy loads and 
extend the life of the roof. 

 
b. Site Considerations: 
 

(1) Reduce heat islands through building 
design methods, minimizing impervious 
surface (i.e. through the use of 
landscaping), utilizing cover walkways and low 
reflectivity paving materials. 

 
(2) The use of permeable paving systems or and 

naturalalized stormwater management systems is 
encouraged. 

 
(3) Incorporate transportation solutions that 

acknowledge the need for bicycle parking, 
carpool staging, and proximity to mass transit. 

 
(4) Consider site security concurrently with 

sustainable site issues. Location of access roads, 
parking, vehicle barriers, and perimeter lighting, 
among others should be considered. 

 

Utilize passive day lighting where possible.   
 
Source: Ms. Ceridwen Owen for Built Environment 
Research Group,  School of Architecture & Building, 

87



  
Hanover Park Unified Development Ordinance –Draft   23                                    
Article 3, Division 4: Design Guidelines  
07/15/12 
 

Permeable pavers reduce the amount of 
stormwater runoff. 

(5) Designated parking, close to the primary 
building entrance, should be provided for 
energy-efficient cars and car pools. 
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